PAGE  
2

ANNUAL REPORT OF KVK THENI
                                 (1stJanuary 2025 to 31stDecember 2025)
1. GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE KVK

1.1. Name and address of KVK with phone, fax and e-mail

Name of the KVK as per official records (MoU): ICAR KRISHI VIGYAN KENDRA, CENDECT, THENI

Address: 89- A/B-3, West Street, Kamatchipuram (S.) Theni District, 

Tamil Nadu - 625520

Phone: 04546 - 247564

Fax: 04546- 247564

Email: cendectkvk@rediffmail.com
1.2. Name and address of host organization with phone, fax and e-mail

Name of the Host Organization as per Official Records: CENTRE FOR DEVELOPMENT AND COMMUNICATION TRUST(CENDECT)

Status of the Host Organization (As per the MoU): Non- Governmental Organization

Address: 89- A/B-3, West Street, Kamatchipuram (S.) Theni District,

Tamil Nadu – 625 520

Phone: 04546-247245

Fax: 04546-247245

Email: cendect@gmail.com

Name of the Chairperson: Dr. P. Patchaimal

Mobile No: 9443047245

Email: cendect@gmail.com

1.3. Name of the Programme Coordinator with phone & mobile No.

Name of the Programme Coordinator / SS&H: Mr.P.Maheswaran
Residential Address: CENDECT KVK Quarters, Kamatchipuram, Theni District 

Phone No.:  04546-247564

Mobile No.: 9677661410
Email: cendectkvk@rediffmail.com
1.4. Year of sanction of the KVK (as per Official Order): 1994

1.5. Month and year of establishment: March, 1994

1.6. Total land with KVK (in ha) (Consolidated figure):

	S. No.
	Item
	Area (ha)

	1.
	Under Buildings
	0.11 ha

	2.
	Under Demonstration Units
	0.03 ha

	3.
	Under Crops
	9.65 ha

	4.
	Orchard/ Agro - forestry
	1.00 ha

	5.
	Others (specify)
	10.79 ha

	
	Total
	21.58 ha


1.6.
Infrastructural Development:

A) Buildings

	S.No.
	Name of building
	Source of funding
	Stage

	
	
	
	Complete
	Incomplete

	
	
	
	Completion Date
	Plinth area (Sq.m)
	Expenditure (Rs.)
	Starting Date
	Plinth area (Sq.m)
	Status of construction Completed/ in progress/ to be initiated)

	1.
	Administrative Building
	ICAR
	3.30.1996
	483.5
	2135800
	-
	-
	Completed

	2.
	Farmers Hostel
	ICAR
	12.25.2002
	312.0
	1749596
	-
	-
	Completed

	3.
	Staff Quarters (No.)
	ICAR
	2.11.1997
	260.0
	2930577
	-
	-
	Completed

	4.
	Demonstration Units
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	ICAR
	3.31.2012
	160
	417000
	-
	-
	Completed

	
	
	ICAR
	3.30.1996
	120
	102000
	-
	-
	Completed

	5
	Fencing
	ICAR
	3.21.1996
	2 km
	100000
	-
	-
	Completed

	6
	Rain Water harvesting system
	-
	
	
	
	
	
	

	7
	Threshing floor
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	8
	Farm godown
	-
	
	
	
	
	
	

	9
	Shed (Farm equipment)
	-
	
	
	
	
	
	


B) Vehicles

	Type of vehicle
	Year of purchase
	Cost (Rs.)
	Total kms covered as on 31.12.2025
	Present status

	BOLERO
	2023
	944294
	55600
	Good

	TRACTOR
	2022
	754425
	3082 hrs
	Good


C) Equipment & AV aids

	Name of the equipment
	Year of purchase


	Cost (Rs.)
	Present status

	Overhead projector
	01.06.1995
	11160
	Under repair

	Electronic typewriter
	01.06.1995
	21035
	Scrapped

	Mixie
	01.14.1996
	2175
	Scrapped

	Onida Colour TV
	2.28.1996
	18600
	Scrapped

	English t/w machine
	2.29.1996
	9852
	Scrapped

	Weighing Scale
	3.29.1996
	2643
	Scrapped

	Amplifier &mike unit
	5.27.1996
	4600
	Good condition

	Duplicating machine
	1.10.1995
	17500
	Scrapped

	VER
	2.28.1996
	14990
	Scrapped

	Slide projector
	2.28.1996
	12855
	Scrapped

	LED projector
	3.7.2007
	69750
	Under repair

	Fax machine
	3.30.2009
	15150
	Under repair

	Xerox machine
	3.1.2010
	75400
	Under repair

	Digital Camera
	6.30.2010
	25000
	Under repair

	Generator
	11.24.2010
	100000
	Under repair

	Epabax system
	3.30.2011
	50220
	Under repair

	Steel table
	11.04.1994
	1500
	Under repair

	Mica table
	11.04.1994
	800
	Under repair

	Godrej table
	1.23.1995
	13340
	Scrapped

	Wooden table
	1.23.1995
	2250
	Scrapped

	Steel table
	12.5.1995
	11785
	Scrapped

	Mould chair
	1.13.1995
	2896
	Scrapped

	Plastic chair
	1.22.1995
	5508
	Scrapped

	S type chair
	11.4.1994
	600
	Scrapped

	S type chair
	3.10.1995
	1500
	Scrapped

	PVC chair
	3.1.1998
	23240
	Good condition

	File cabinet
	10.13.1995
	7980
	Good condition

	White mark writing board
	12.12.1995
	8875
	Good condition

	Water tanker
	2.26.1996
	25000
	Scrapped

	Disc plough
	2.26.1996
	24953
	Good condition

	Tiller
	2.26.1996
	13408
	Good condition

	Mould Board plough
	2.26.1996
	16379
	Good condition

	Cupboard
	2.28.1995
	11140
	Good condition

	Executive chair
	3.22.1996
	12290
	Damaged

	Cupboard
	3.7.2010
	11500
	Good condition

	Nilkamal chair
	3.7.2010
	20000
	Good condition

	Revolving chair
	3.7.2010
	6500
	Damaged

	3x2 cash table
	3.7.2010
	4400
	Damaged

	4x2 cash table
	3.7.2010
	2600
	Damaged

	Computer table
	3.7.2010
	2400
	Damaged

	Wall fan
	3.7.2010
	3800
	Damaged

	Water punel
	3.7.2010
	2000
	Scrapped

	Water Punel
	3.15.2010
	4000
	Scrapped

	Kusan
	3.7.2010
	5000
	Good condition

	Reception chair
	3.7.2010
	4500
	Good condition

	Steel cot
	3.8.2010
	51000
	Good condition

	Speaker
	3.8.2010
	2640
	Damaged

	Filling cabinet
	3.9.2010
	14400
	Good condition

	Premium wall coffer
	3.9.2010
	5300
	Good condition

	Digital camera
	6.30.2010
	25000
	Under repair

	ICD recorder and DVD player
	3.15.2010
	8280
	Under repair

	USB modem
	3.15.2010
	2008
	Under repair

	Camera
	3.20.2010
	6990
	Under repair

	Display system
	3.24.2010
	17085
	Under repair

	Hp printer
	3.15.2010
	2400
	Scrapped

	Round table
	3.31.2010
	25837
	Good condition


1.7. A). Details SAC meeting* conducted in the year

	S.No.
	Date
	No of Participants
	Salient Recommendations

	1.
	29.01.2026
	21
	Enclosed


* Attach a copy of SAC proceedings along with list of participants- enclosed 
2. DETAILS OF DISTRICT (2025)

2.0. Operational jurisdiction of KVKs 

	District
	New districts governed by the KVK after division of the district, if applicable
	Taluks/Tehsils and/or Mandals under the KVKs jurisdiction

	Theni 
	-
	5 Taluks and 8 Blocks 


2.1. Major farming systems/enterprises (based on the analysis made by the KVK)
	
	Farming system/enterprise

	The total geographical area of the district is 288923Ha.Forest occupies 35.9%of total area. Net area cultivated occupies 40.7%.
	Food crops occupy 38.9% of total gross area cultivated. About 8.4% of area comes under coconut, which is steadily increasing year by year. Horticultural crops occupy 25.1% of area due to favorable agro climatic condition and assured market. Oilseeds, Cotton and Sugarcane occupy 10.7%, 5.9% and 9.8% respectively.


2.2. Description of Agro-climatic Zone & major agro ecological situations (based on soil and topography)
	S. No
	Agro-climatic Zone
	Characteristics

	1.
	Southern Zone. Based on the rainfall distribution, irrigation pattern, soil characteristics, cropping pattern and physical, ecological and social characteristics, 90% of Theni district fit into Southern Zone and the area adjoining to Western ghats fit into Western Zone accounting for 10% of area.
	Average Annual rainfall 857 mm, Annual potential evapo transpiration -1825


2.3. Soil types
	S. No.
	Soil type
	Characteristics
	Area in ha

	1.
	Red calcareous
	Yellowish red to dark red, medium texture, Neutral to mild alkaline, well drained and moderate permeability
	13259

	2.
	Red non calcareous
	Moderate deep red to yellowish medium textured, slightly acidic to neutral well drained with rapid permeability
	23670

	3.
	Red lateritic calcareous
	Dark reddish brown to brown heavy textured slightly acidic to neutral, well drained with moderate permeability
	24644

	4.
	Red lateritic non calcareous
	Yellowish red to very deep heavy textured neutral to mild alkaline moderate permeability, moderately drained
	41667

	5.
	Black soil
	Dark grey to very dark grey fine textured mild to moderate alkaline slow permeability poorly dried
	2727

	6
	Mixed soil
	Dark yellowish grey to dark grey fine textured to moderate, neutral to mild alkaline well drained good permeability
	23526

	7
	Sand dunes
	Yellowish red, single grain, loose, very friable, well drained with good permeability.
	10900

	8.
	Hilly soils
	Dark yellowish gray to very dark gray, heavy textured, acidic, well drained with good permeability.
	147471


2.4. Area, Production and Productivity of major crops cultivated in the district (or the jurisdiction as the case may be) for 2025
	S. No.
	Crop
	Area (ha)
	Production 
(Metric tons)
	Productivity
 (kg /ha)

	1
	Paddy
	12600
	70200
	5570

	2
	Millets
	24200
	101800
	4210

	3
	Pulses
	21100
	14000
	660

	4
	Cotton
	1900
	7700
	4.05Bales

	5
	Sugarcane
	5500
	600000
	109.09

	6
	Oilseeds
	4780
	8730
	1830

	7
	Banana
	5972
	433567.2
	72.6

	8
	Mango
	9946
	104433
	10.5

	9
	Guava
	271
	2515.65
	9.3

	10
	Sapota
	556
	13054.25
	23.5

	11
	Acid Lime
	291
	232.4
	0.8

	12
	Mandarin Orange
	47
	18.6
	0.4

	13
	Grape
	1951
	63602.6
	32.6

	14
	Papaya
	35
	6790
	194.0

	15
	Pomegranate
	9
	195.5
	23.0

	16
	Jack
	39
	631.8
	16.2

	17
	Aonla
	434
	5381.6
	12.4

	18
	Lemon
	43
	47.3
	1.1

	19
	Santra (Sathukudi)
	20
	331.5
	17.0

	20
	Navel
	44
	0
	0.0

	21
	Tomato
	2525
	34838.1
	13.8

	22
	Brinjal
	312
	3931.2
	12.6

	23
	Chillies
	448
	7168
	16.0

	24
	Bhendi
	210
	1613.15
	7.7

	25
	Small onion
	539
	5600.4
	10.4

	26
	Cucumber
	66
	406.1
	6.2

	27
	Water melon
	4
	108.15
	30.9

	28
	Bottlegourd
	5
	52
	10.4

	29
	Snackgourd
	31
	474.3
	15.3

	30
	Ribbedgourd
	12
	170.2
	14.8

	31
	Bittergourd
	32
	396.9
	12.6

	32
	Ashgourd
	4
	63.7
	18.2

	33
	Pumpkin
	22
	485.9
	22.6

	34
	Chow-Chow
	5
	0
	12.9

	35
	Clusterbeans
	8
	0
	20.7

	36
	Dollichos bean
	422
	5437.35
	62.5

	37
	Radish
	7
	134.55
	21.8

	38
	Cabbage
	124
	7750
	25.2

	39
	Cauliflower
	142
	3084.7
	40.7

	40
	Beetroot
	171
	4309.2
	53.0

	41
	Tapioca
	975
	39682.5
	16.3

	42
	DrumStrick
	1801
	95453
	53.0

	43
	Curryleaf
	10
	163
	10.0

	44
	Green 
	31
	0
	0

	45
	Green 
	11
	220.5
	12.6

	46
	Kovakai
	244
	34838.1
	10.0

	47
	Beans
	274
	3931.2
	14.2

	48
	Knolkhol
	11
	7168
	21.0

	Total
	98702
	1697037
	13357.94

	Flower Crops

	49. 
	Rose
	16
	88
	5.5

	50. 
	Jasmine
	107
	642
	6.0

	51. 
	Crossandra
	83
	8.25
	0.1

	52. 
	Mullai
	5
	33.5
	6.7

	53. 
	Velvet Flower 
	47
	611
	13.0

	54. 
	Jathimalli
	13
	92.5
	7.4

	55. 
	Tube rose
	10
	100
	10.0

	56. 
	Marigold
	29
	406
	14.0

	57. 
	Chevanthi
	95
	712.5
	7.5

	58. 
	Arali
	4
	0
	0 0

	59. 
	Davana
	7
	75.4
	11.6

	Total
	416
	2769.15
	81.8

	Spices and Condiments

	60. 
	Turmeric
	14
	2.5
	35

	61. 
	Cardamom
	1444
	1.0
	1444

	62. 
	Papper
	73
	1.7
	124.1

	63. 
	Coriander 
	78
	6.6
	511.5

	64. 
	Vanilla
	3
	2.5
	7.5

	65. 
	Tamarind
	2219
	1.0
	2219

	66. 
	Mint Leaf
	3
	4.2
	10.5

	Total 
	3831
	19.5
	1215.4


	Plantation Crops

	67. 
	Tea                
	1548
	7.2
	11145.6

	68. 
	Coffee          
	2818
	1.2
	3381

	69. 
	Cashew (Nut)
	6352
	1.5
	9527.25

	70. 
	Arecanut
	49
	1.2
	58.8

	71. 
	Cocoa
	60
	8.0
	476

	72. 
	Betelvine
	141
	12.7
	1784.35

	73. 
	Lemon Grass
	28
	18.0
	495

	Total
	10996
	49.8
	933.9


2.5. Weather data

	Month
	Rainfall (mm)
	Temperature 0 C
	Relative Humidity (%)

	
	
	Maximum
	Minimum
	

	January 2025
	17
	31.1
	20.0
	82

	February 2025
	2
	33.3
	21.1
	66

	March2025
	27
	36.1
	23.3
	64

	April 2025
	120
	37.2
	24.4
	71

	May2025
	141
	25.6
	23.9
	75

	June 2025
	130
	32.8
	23.3
	74

	July 2025
	288
	33.2
	22.8
	72

	August 2025
	55
	32.2
	22.8
	77

	September 2025 
	135
	32.2
	22.8
	78

	October 2025
	210
	32.2
	22.8
	84

	November 2025
	130
	31.1
	22.2
	86

	December 2025
	125
	30.5
	20.5
	84


2.6. Production and productivity of livestock, Poultry, Fisheries etc. in the district (2025)

	Category
	Population
	Production
	Productivity

	Cattle

	Crossbred
	94695
	182500000
	1927 ltr

	Indigenous
	15580
	10220000
	655.96 ltr

	Buffalo
	1423
	1788500
	1256.85 ltr

	Sheep

	Crossbred
	40644
	900000
	18.4 kg

	Indigenous
	7055
	120000
	15.08 kg

	Goats
	95388
	1800000
	18.87 kg

	Pigs

	Crossbred
	819
	40140
	60 kg

	Indigenous
	-
	
	

	Rabbits
	135
	-
	-

	Poultry

	Hens
	290535
	87160500
	300 eggs

	Desi
	113002
	226004
	1.6 kg

	Improved
	210050
	420100
	1.8 kg

	Ducks
	4222
	844
	2.2 kg

	Turkey and others
	1087
	5435
	3.8 kg

	Fish

	Marine
	-
	-
	-

	Inland
	20
	10795
	540

	Prawn
	-
	-
	-

	Scampi
	-
	-
	-

	Shrimp
	-
	-
	-


2.7. Details of Adopted Villages (2025)

	Sl.No.
	Taluk/ mandal
	Name of the block
	Name of the village
	Year of adoption
	Major crops & enterprises
	Major problem identified
	Identified Thrust Areas

	Andipatty

	1
	Andipatty
	Andipatty
	Adaikkampatti
	2024
	Groundnut
	Low yield (12.51 q/ha) due to cultivation of low yield variety and lack of awareness about ICM practices.
	Varietal Introduction

	2
	Andipatty
	Andipatty
	Anuppapatti
	2025
	Millets, Animal Husbandry 
	Less Knowledge on High Yielding variety, Value addition, 
	Crop Production, Post Harvest Management and Value Addition

	Bodinaykanur

	3
	Bodinaykanur
	Bodinaykanur
	B.Meenakshipuram
	2024
	Paddy
	Low yield (4900 kg/ha) due to continues cultivation of same variety and incidence of Yellow Stem borer, Sheath blight and Bacterial Leaf Blight in Paddy
	Varietal Introduction

	4
	Bodinayakkanur
	Bodinayakkanur
	Salaiparai
	2024
	Pepper and Coffee
	Processing and Value Addition
	Post Harvest Management and Value Addition

	5
	Bodinayakkanur
	Bodinayakkanur
	Sokkanalai 
	2024
	Pepper and Coffee
	Processing and Value Addition
	Post Harvest Management and Value Addition

	Chinnamanur

	6
	Uthamapalayam
	Chinnamanur
	Chinnaovalapuram
	2024
	Banana
	Lack of awareness on latest cultivation          technologies and Yield loss (15 %) due to improper nutrient management and Micronutrient deficiency
	Integrated Nutrient Management

	7
	Uthamapalayam
	Chinnamanur
	Chinnamanur
	2025
	Betelvine 
	Processing and Value Addition
	Post Harvest Management and Value Addition

	8
	Uthamapalayam
	Chinnamanur
	Seepalakottai
	2021
	Banana, Vegetables
	Less Knowledge on Processing and Value Addition in Banana
	Post Harvest Management and Value Addition

	9
	Uthamapalayam
	Chinnamanur
	Odaipatti
	2020
	Grapes
	Less market price, highly perishable and less knowledge on grapes value addition 

	Value Addition in Grapes

	Cumbum Block

	10
	Uthamapalayam
	Cumbum
	Karunakkamuthampatti
	2024
	Paddy
	Low yield (49.71 q/ha) due to non-adoption of high yielding variety, incidence of yellow stem borer, sheath blight and non-adoption of ICM practices in an area of 1800 ha among 2300 farmers
	Varietal Introduction

	11
	Uthamapalayam
	Cumbum
	Surulipatti 
	2022
	Grapes 
	Less Knowledge on Value Chain Management in Grapes
	PHM & Value Addition in Grapes

	Periyakulam Block

	12
	Periyakulam 
	Periyakulam
	Gullapuram
	2023
	Banana
	Lack of Knowledge on Value Chain Management
	Post Harvest Management and Value Addition in Banana

	DFI villages 

	13
	Andipatty
	Andipaty
	Mullayampatti
	2017
	Maize, Cotton 
	 Low yield (55q/ha) in maize, Pest incidence in Cotton, non-availability of High yielding sorghum hybrid sorghum
	ICM, Value chain management, Entrepreneur development  

	14
	Bodinayakkanur
	Bodinayakkanur
	Palaraptti
	2019
	Banana, Onion, Pulses, Paddy and millets, Sugarcane 
	Low yield, lack of knowledge in new varieties and technologies, improper pest and disease management 
	Varietal Introduction, ICM, IPDM, Value addition, FPO 


2.8. Priority/thrust areas
	Crop/Enterprise
	Thrust area

	Paddy
	Varietal Evaluation and Mechanization

	Maize 
	Integrated Pest Management and Integrated Crop Management

	Groundnut
	Varietal Evaluation and Drought Management

	Black gram 
	Varietal Evaluation and Pest Management

	Green gram
	Integrated Pest and Disease Management

	Red gram
	Integrated Pest and Disease Management

	Cluster bean
	Varietal Evaluation

	Brinjal
	Varietal Evaluation and Integrated Crop Management

	Tomato
	Integrated Crop Management and Integrated Pest Management

	
	Value Added Products from Tomato

	Grapes
	Integrated Crop Management and Integrated Disease Management

	
	Value Chain Management in Grapes

	Millets - Pearl Millet, Maize
	Biofortified Pearl Millet Variety 

	
	Integrated Crop Management

	
	Processing of Millets

	Lab lab
	Integrated Crop Management

	Castor
	Integrated Crop Management

	Banana
	Integrated Disease Management

	
	Post Harvest Management and Value Chain Management in Banana 

	Mango 
	Integrated Pest and Disease Management

	Coconut
	Integrated Pest and Disease Management

	Guava
	Integrated Crop Management and Integrated Nematode Management

	Organic farming 
	Resource utilization technologies

	Sun hemp
	Varietal Evaluation

	Sugarcane
	Integrated Pest and Disease Management

	
	Value Added Products from Sugarcane

	Onion
	Integrated Disease Management

	Small millets
	Integrated Crop Management

	Cotton 
	Integrated Crop Management and Integrated Pest Management

	Cardamom
	Integrated Disease Management

	Cucurbits
	Integrated Pest and Disease Management

	Betelvine 
	Integrated Crop Management

	
	High Value-Added Products from Betelvine

	Green Chilli
	Integrated Pest Management

	Mulberry
	Integrated Pest Management

	Natural farming
	Resource utilization technologies

	Fodder crops 
	Integrated Crop Management

	Livestock 
	Disease Management

	Paddy
	ICT for Pest & Disease Diagnosis

	Agricultural and Livestock Enterprises
	Digital Marketing

	Millets
	Processing of Minor and Major Millets

	Pandal Vegetables
	Drudgery Reduction


3. Salient Achievements 

Achievements of Mandated activities (1st January 2025 to 31st December 2025)
	S. No
	Activity
	Target
	Achievement

	1. 
	Technologies Assessed and refined (No.)
	20
	16

	2. 
	On-farm trials conducted (No.)
	10
	8

	3. 
	Frontline demonstrations conducted (No.)
	22
	14

	4. 
	Farmers trained (in Lakh)
	0.1470
	0.2441

	5. 
	Extension Personnel trained (No.)
	250
	350

	6. 
	Participants in extension activities (in Lakh)
	0.42500
	0.65034

	7. 
	Production and distribution of Seed (in Quintal)
	25
	1.8

	8. 
	Planting material produced and distributed (in Lakh)
	10000
	10000

	9. 
	Live-stock strains and finger lings produced and distributed (in Lakh)
	0
	0

	10. 
	Soil samples tested by Mini Soil Testing Kit (No)
	0
	0

	11. 
	Soil samples tested by Traditional Laboratory (No)
	400
	676

	12. 
	Water, plant, manure, and other samples tested (No.)
	200
	453

	13. 
	Mobile agro-advisory provided to farmers (No.) 
	17750
	92735

	14. 
	No. of Soil Health Cards issued by Mini Soil Testing Kits (No.)
	0
	0

	15. 
	No. of Soil Health Cards issued by Traditional Laboratory (No.)
	400
	676


Give Salient Achievements by KVK during the year in bullet points:

· The promotion of IIHR Banana Special by KVK in Theni district has significantly improved banana productivity and farmers’ income. Through front line demonstrations and trainings, the technology spread rapidly from a small trial area to about 350 ha hectares in the district.
· The introduction of RNR 15048 (Telangana Sona) paddy variety by KVK in Theni district has shown a positive impact on productivity and farm income. Through FLD and training programmes, the variety was successfully demonstrated among farmers, replacing low-yielding traditional varieties. The improved variety recorded a yield of about 59.61 q/ha, which is nearly 16% higher than the farmers’ practice (51.37 q/ha). This increase in productivity was mainly due to better adaptability, short duration and improved grain quality of the variety.

· Soil test-based crop nutrition practices were successfully promoted to ensure sustainable crop yield. Through KVK activities, a total of 676 farmers adopted this technology. The initiative improved efficient nutrient management and reduced input costs. It also contributed to enhanced soil health and long-term agricultural sustainability.

· A 26-day skill training program was conducted for 25 unemployed rural youth to enhance their agricultural and entrepreneurial skills. The training focused on modern farming practices, agribusiness management and self-employment opportunities. As a result, all 25 participants were successfully developed into Agri-entrepreneurs. The program contributed to promoting rural entrepreneurship and improving livelihood opportunities.

· Established Agri Business Incubation Centre for SCs/STs at KVK Premises 

· Development of 12 Novel and high value-added products from GI Tagged Muscat Hamberg Grapes-Zero Waste Processing, Banana (ODOP)-Waste to Wealth Management Betelvine, Biofortified Pearl Millets, Black Garlic from GI Tagged Kodaikanal Garlic (Malaipondu) 
· Promotion and Nurturing of 89 Agri based entrepreneurs through EDP Programme in Theni District during 2025 
· Conducted State Level Beekeepers Meet and Distributed 500 Bee boxes and other accessories to 50 organic farmers and promoted 50 small beekeeping unit at village level. 
4. TECHNICAL ACHIEVEMENTS
Details of target and achievements of mandatory activities by KVK during 2025
OFT (Technology Assessment)

	No. of OFTs
	Number of technologies
	Number of locations (Villages)
	Total no. of Trials / Replications / Beneficiaries

	Targets 
	Achievement 
	Targets 
	Achievement 
	Targets 
	Achievement 
	Targets 
	Achievement 

	10
	8
	20
	16
	10
	8
	50
	40


FLD (crop/enterprise/CFLDs)
	No of Demonstrations
	Area in ha
	Number of Farmers / Beneficiaries / Replications

	Targets 
	Achievement 
	Targets 
	Achievement 
	Targets 
	Achievement 

	22
	14
	88
	56
	220
	140



Training (including sponsored, vocational, and other trainings carried under Rainwater Harvesting Unit)

	Number of Courses
	Number of Participants

	Clientele
	Targets
	Achievement
	Targets
	Achievement

	Farmers and Farm Women
	74
	102
	1470
	2441

	Rural youth
	6
	9
	150
	242

	Extn. Functionaries
	8
	13
	200
	350

	Sponsored Training
	5
	5
	100
	120

	Vocational Training
	2
	4
	40
	110

	Other trainings carried under Rainwater Harvesting Unit
	1
	2
	25
	52


Extension Activities
	Number of activities
	Number of participants

	Targets
	Achievement
	Targets
	Achievement

	800
	2916
	42500
	65034


Seed Production (q)
	Target
	Achievement
	Distributed to no. of farmers

	20
	12
	75


Planting material (Nos.)
	Target
	Achievement
	Distributed to no. of farmers

	10000
	10000
	100


Technology Assessments (OFTs) in Detail
OFT 1

Thematic area: Varietal Evaluation 

Title: Assessment of Groundnut variety for rainfed region of Theni District

Details of the farming situation: The trails were conducted at Chinnaovulapuram village of Chinnamanur Block. The average annual rainfall of the area is 861 mm. The soil type is sandy loam with low nitrogen content (237 kg/ha), low phosphorus content (9.25kg/ha) and medium potassium content (187 kg/ha). The major cropping system in the village is Groundnut- Millets. 

Problem identified:  The main problem diagnosed is very low yield (13.7q/ha) due to non-adoption improved high yielding groundnut variety. Farmers are cultivating local variety (Nattu kadalai). Incidence of wilt and rust disease.

Technology Assessed: 

TO1: TGCS 1694 (Duration-105-110 days, Yield 24.89 q/ha, tolerance to foliar diseases) 

TO 2: Girnar 5 (Duration 110-115 days, yield 28.00q/ha, tolerant to leaf spot, leaf miner) 

Farmers practice: JL 24 (duration-125 days, yield 13.7 q/ha)

Results 

Growth and yield parameters 

	Technology option
	No of trails
	Duration

(days)
	No of pods per plant
	Pod yield (q/ha)
	Haulm yield (q/ha)

	TO1: TCGS 1694
	5
	107
	27.00
	27.83
	34.60

	TO 2: Girnar 5 
	
	112
	24.82
	26.12
	31.60

	TO 3: FP- JL 24 
	
	126
	16.4
	13.70
	38.40


Economics 

	Technology option
	Gross cost (Rs. /ha)
	Gross income (Rs. /ha)
	Net income (Rs. /ha)
	BCR

	TO1: TCGS 1694
	39583
	141933
	102350
	3.58

	TO 2: Girnar 5 
	38816
	135824
	97008
	3.49

	TO 3: FP- nattukadalai 
	39141
	63020
	23879
	1.61


Discussion 

The on-farm trials showed that improved Groundnut varieties performed significantly better than the local variety under rainfed conditions. TGCS 1694 and Girnar 5 recorded nearly double the pod yield compared to nattukadalai, mainly due to higher pods per plant and tolerance to foliar diseases. The shorter crop duration of improved varieties also helped in better utilization of rainfall and nutrients. Economic analysis indicated much higher net income and BCR for improved varieties, with TGCS 1694 being the most profitable. Thus, adoption of improved, disease-tolerant groundnut varieties can substantially enhance productivity and farmers income in the village.

OFT 2

Thematic area: Varietal Evaluation 

Title: Assessment of Black gram variety for Theni District

 Details of farming situation: The On-farm trial plot comes under the southern agro climatic condition. The annual rainfall of the area is 931 mm. The soil type is red sandy loam with Medium Nitrogen content (241kg/ha), low phosphorous (10.47 kg/ha) and medium potassium (241 kg/ha). The major cropping system of the area is Pulses – Vegetables  

Problem definition / description: Farmers getting low yield due to the cultivation of year-old varieties and non-adoption improved management practices in Black gram.

 Technology Assessed: 

TO-1:  VBN 11- Released by TNAU, 2020

Duration:70-75 days, Yield – 9 q/ha, Resistant to Mungbean Yellow Mosaic Virus and Leaf Curl Virus diseases.

TO2- NUL 7

           Yield 11 q/ha, 

           Duration 69-73 days 

FP- VBN 4

Results: Performance of the technology 
	Technology Option
	No. of trials
	Yield (q/ha)
	Net Returns

(Rs./ha)
	B:C ratio
	No.of Pods/Plant  

	Farmers Practice
	5
	6.41
	27137
	2.26
	33.17

	Technology 1- VBN 11 
	
	8.66
	45524
	3.26
	44.28

	Technology 2 NUL 7  
	
	8.31
	42422
	3.06
	41.27


OFT: 3
1. Thematic area: Varietal evaluation 

2. Title: Assessment of suitable high yielding varieties of Tomato in Theni District.
3. Scientists involved: SMS (Horticulture) and (Plant Protection)

4. Details of farming situation:

    The trails were conducted at Appipatti, Chinnamanur Block, Theni District. The soil type is red loamy with high nitrogen (482.4 kg/ha), low Phosphorous (8.9 kg/ha) and high Potassium (290.5 kg/ha). The local variety of tomato was recorded low yield, low market price and fruit borer incidence among 120 famers in an area of 50 ha. Cropping scheme of this village Tomato – Brinjal – Chilli, the main crop cultivation season is Kharif. Total area under tomato is 250 ha with average production of 78 t/ha. 

5. Problem definition / description: Tomato is cultivated in about 850 ha in the district in which 850 ha is irrigated. Non availability of improved variety and low yield (20t/ha), High incidence of pest and diseases.
6. Technology Assessed: 

TO 1: Farmer Practice: Private variety (Sivam)

TO 2: Recommended Practice:

CO4: CBE SL 47 x CBE SL 69, Duration-160 - 165 days, Season: Aadi &Thai pattam, Yield: 39.24 t / ha (47.57 % over PKM 1), Fruits with light green shoulder, Extended shelf life, Field tolerance to ToLCV.   Source: TNAU, Coimbatore, 2025

TO: 3: Alternate Practice  

Arka vikas: Open pollinated tomato variety for fresh market, fruits are medium large (80-90g), oblate with light green shoulder, develop deep red on ripening, suitable for both rain fed and irrigated conditions, yield potential 35 t/ha in 140 days. Source: IIHR, 2022

7. Critical inputs given: (along with quantity as well as value)
	Name of critical input
	Qty per trial/ha
	Cost per trial (Rs.)

	Seed (CO 4)
	60 g/ 0.25 ac
	2500

	Seed (Arka vikas)
	60 g/ 0.25 ac
	2500

	Pseudomonas fluorescence
	1 lit
	450

	Field board 
	1
	400


8. Results: 

Table: Performance of the technology 
	Technology Option
	No.of trials
	Yield (t/ha)
	Net Returns (Rs. In) lakh./ha)
	B:C ratio

	TO 1 (Private variety-Sivam)
	5
	27.25
	433000
	3.60

	TO 2 (CO 4)
	
	37.6
	647200
	4.60

	TO 3 (Arka vikas)
	
	34.7
	588400
	4.36


	Technology Option
	Percentage of pest incidence (%)
	Average fruit weight (g)
	No.of fruits/plant

	TO 1 (Private variety-Sivam)
	32
	45.5
	15

	TO 2 (CO 4)
	16
	74.6
	26

	TO 3 (Arka vikas)
	20
	52.5
	23


Description of the results: 
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The results of the assessment of two new high yielding variety of Tomato in Theni district indicated that out of the local varieties viz., (CO 4) recorded significantly higher fruit yield of 37.6 t/ha followed by Arka vikas with 34.7 t/ha and the lowest fruit yield of 27.25 t/ha was recorded in local variety (Sivam). The highest number of fruits per plant (26) was recorded in CO 4 followed by Arka vikas (23). In the case of net returns, CO 4 was recorded significantly higher net return of Rs. 647200/ha followed by Arka Vikas (Rs. 588400/ha) and the least net returns was recorded in local variety (Rs. 433000/ha). During flowering and fruiting stages of crop growth farmers faced the viral incidence problem and fruit Borer incidence. CO 4 tomato hybrid was recorded high fruit yield and farmers could get good quality of fruits in Appipatti, Chinnamanur Block, Theni District.  

Constraints faced:

Due to pest and Disease incidence of same variety leads to low yield and low market price. CO-4 has moderately resistant to viral and pest incidence. Cultivation of CO 4 were recorded high yield than other IIHR and local varieties in Theni district area.  
9. Feedback of the farmers involved:

1. Moderately resistant to pest and disease incidence

2. The yield was high in CO 4 variety when compare to the other private and IIHR varieties.
10. Feed back to the scientist who developed the technology:                 

Yield loss upto 20 % due to imbalanced use of fertilizer, poor fruit set, incidence of pest & disease and minimum growth due to nutrient deficiency. Low price and price fluctuation due to less demand in the market.

OFT 4
1. Thematic area: Crop production and management

2. Title: Assessment of drought management strategies in improving yield in maize 
3. Scientists involved: SMS (Soil Science & Agronomy)

4. Details of farming situation: 

Maize is a major Millet crop cultivated under rainfed condition in Theni district in an area of 450 ha during kharif and rabi season of every year. On Farm trial on of drought management strategies in improving yield in maize at five farmer’s field of Srirengapuram village of Theni block respectively during kharif season 2025. The soil type is basically clay loam. In this soil contains medium nitrogen (235.6 kg/ha), low phosphorus (7.25 kg/ha) and medium in potassium (145.6 kg/ha). The average productivity of Maize is 28.4 q/ha. The village received 14 rainy days with annual rainfall of 720 mm.
5. Problem definition / description:

The farmers were getting low yield (28.4 q/ha) due to drought incidence and lack of awareness about drought management practices. The main objective of the study was to assessment of drought management strategies in improving yield in maize for higher cob yield and more net income.

6. Technology Assessed: 

TO 1: Farmer Practice: Without any application of drought mitigation inoculum

TO 2: Recommended Practice: TNAU Vidhai amirdham - Hydrophilic Hormone based coating 
TO 3: Alternate Practice: Drought Guard – It can be applied as seed treatment, after dilution through irrigation water or through FYM after multiplication or through drip.

 7. Critical inputs given: (along with quantity as well as value)

	Name of critical input
	Qty per trial
	Cost per trial (Rs.)

	TNAU Vidhai amirdham 
Drought Guard

 Field board
	1 lit

1 lit

1 nos
	600

800

400


8. Results: 

The results of the on-farm trail conducted performance evaluation of TNAU Vidhai amirdham in maize under rainfed condition are presented below (Table).

Table: Performance of the technology 

	Technology Option
	No.of trials
	Yield (q/ha)
	Gross income 

(Rs. in ha)
	Net Returns

(Rs. in ha)

(Rs. in l
	B:C

ratio ratio

	TO 1 (Farmer Practice)
	5


	46.7
	116750
	64350
	2.23

	TO 2 (Recommended Practice)
	
	58.5
	146250
	88050
	2.51

	TO 3 (Alternate Practice)
	
	54.8
	137000
	80500
	2.42


Description of the results: 

On farm trial results revealed that, the yield of 58.5 q/ha was recorded in application of TNAU Vidhai amirdham followed by the application of Drought Guard (54.8 q/ha). The lowest yield of 46.7 q/ha was recorded in farmer’s practices (Without any application of drought mitigation inoculum).
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Economics of the study revealed that, higher net returns (Rs. 88050/ha) and benefit cost ratio (2.51) was recorded in application of TNAU Vidhai amirdham followed by the application of Drought Guard (Rs. 80500/ha). The lowest net returns of Rs. 64350/ha was recorded in farmer’s practices (Without any application of drought mitigation inoculum).
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Constraints faced:
Farmers faced Fall army worm incidence during flowering stage.

9. Feedback of the farmers involved:

Normally, Maize sowing under rainfed condition the rainy days was very low during cob initiation stage, drought incidence reducing the cob yield. But, the seed treatment of TNAU Maize Vidhai amirdham which results uniform cob formation even under erratic rainfall and cob yield was increased under rainfed condition. 

10. Feedback to the scientist who developed the technology:
The seed treatments of TNAU Vidhai amirdham in Maize are increases drought tolerance and uniform cob formation under rainfed condition. The crop survived stress periods and gave reasonable income even in a bad rainfall year. Also, it has increased cob yield upto 15 percentage under rainfed condition.
OFT 5
1. Thematic area: Crop production and management

2. Title: Assessment of TNAU Bio Meemix to enhance the productivity of Black gram
3. Scientists involved: SMS (Soil Science & Agronomy)
4. Details of farming situation: 

Black gram is a major pulse crop cultivated under rainfed condition in Andipatty block of Theni district in an area of 250 ha during Kharif and Rabi season of every year. On Farm trial on of TNAU Bio Meemix to enhance the productivity of Black gram at five farmer’s field of Ramalingapuram village of Andipatty block respectively during Kharif season 2025. The soil type is basically red sandy loam. In this soil contains medium nitrogen (252.6 kg/ha), low phosphorus (7.7 kg/ha) and medium in potassium (137.8 kg/ha). The average productivity of black gram is 6.2 q/ha.
5. Problem definition / description:

The farmers were getting low due to imbalanced nutrient application. Low productivity and profitability in view of increased production cost due to high usage of chemical fertilizers. The main objective of the study was to assessment of TNAU Bio Meemix to enhance the productivity of Black gram for higher yield and more net income.
6. Technology Assessed: 

TO 1: Farmer Practice: Non application of crop boosters
TO 2: Recommended Practice: TNAU Bio Meemix - Foliar spray of 2.0% fermented fish waste extract twice at flowering stage and 15 days after first spray in green gram/black gram to enhance the grain yield and profit. 
TO 3: Alternate Practice: Bio-Pulse – It can be applied through seed treatment, root dip for seedlings and soil application.
7. Critical inputs given: (along with quantity as well as value)

	Name of critical input
	Qty per trial
	Cost per trial (Rs.)

	TNAU Bio Meemix 
Bio-Pulse
 Field board
	2 lit
1 lit
1 nos
	800

800

400


8. Results: 

The results of the on-farm trail conducted for assessment of TNAU Bio Meemix to enhance the productivity of Black gram for higher yield are presented below (Table).

Table: Performance of the technology 

	Technology Option
	No.of trials
	Yield (q/ha)
	Net Returns

(Rs. in ha)
	B:C

ratio rat
	No. of pod per plant

	TO 1 (Farmer Practice)
	5


	6.5
	25500
	1.96
	26

	TO 2 (Recommended Practice)
	
	7.8
	34200
	2.21
	38

	TO 3 (Alternate Practice)
	
	7.6
	32800
	2.17
	36


Description of the results: 

On farm trial results revealed that, the yield of 7.8 q/ha was recorded in application of TNAU Bio Meemix followed by the application of Bio-Pulse (7.6 q/ha). The lowest grain yield of 6.5 q/ha was recorded in farmer’s practices (Application of DAP and Complex fertilizer without any crop boosters).
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Economics of the study revealed that, higher net returns (Rs. 34200/ha) and benefit cost ratio (2.21) was recorded in application of TNAU Bio Meemix followed by the application of Bio-Pulse (Rs. 32800/ha). The lowest net returns of Rs. 25500/ha was recorded in farmer’s practices (Application of DAP and Complex fertilizer without any crop boosters).
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Constraints faced:
Farmers faced yellow mosaic virus incidence problem during flowering and pod stage.

9. Feedback of the farmers involved:

The foliar application of Bio Meemix at 2 % results a potential yield of 7.8 q/ha in a trial on black gram under rainfed condition when compared to 6.2 q/ha under non-application of crop boosters.
 10. Feedback to the scientist who developed the technology:
The foliar application of 2.0% fermented fish waste extract twice at flowering stage and 15 days after first spray in black gram under rainfed condition which results enhanced the grain yield and net profit.
OFT 6
1. Thematic area: IDM

2. Title: Assessment of soil borne disease management in Chilli
3. Scientists involved: SMS (Plant Protection)

4. Details of farming situation: Chilli is the major crops cultivated in Theni District. In an area 750 ha among 450 farmers.
5. Problem definition / description: Affected soil borne diseases incidence is high (45 %). So, Yield loss (25q/ha). Due to lack awareness of management practices. Farmers getting lower yield due to disease incidence.
6. Technology Assessed: 
TO 1: Recommended Practice: Bacillus subtilis, Trichoderma asperullum (Seed    treatment, - Seedling dip and soil application) 
TO 2:  Alternate Practice: Talc based formulation of Pseudomonas fluorescens
TO 3:  Farmers Practice: Propiconazole 500ml/ha

7. Critical inputs given: (along with quantity as well as value)
	Name of critical input
	Qty per trial
	Cost per trial (Rs.)

	Trichodrema asperllum

Bacillus subtilis

Field board
	1 kg

3 kg

1 No.
	168/-

504/-

300/-


8. Results: Chilli is the one of the important vegetable crops grown in Theni district. Cultivation of chilli, many yield limiting factors cause the production. Among that soil borne is the major problem for the farmers. The farmers mostly rely on the fungicide for the management despite of array of alternate methods available. Keeping in this view, assessed soil borne management modules in Pullikuthi village of bodi block

Table:  

	Technology Option
	No. of

trials
	Per cent Diseases incidence
	Yield

(t/ha)
	Net

Returns

(Rs. in ha)


	B:C

ratio

	TO 1 (Recommended Practice)
	5


	25.50
	13.5
	5,57,500
	4.01

	TO 2 (Alternate Practice)
	
	29.58
	12.3
	4,95,900
	3.74

	TO 3 (Farmers Practice)
	
	34.15
	9.8
	3,41,500
	2.72


Constraints faced: Farmers faced soil borne disease incidence due to at that time of rain.
9. Feedback of the farmers involved:
The technologies in chilli increased the yield, reduced the requirement of chemical fungicide with better control of soil borne diseases. Technologies found increasing the yield and higher net return. Farmers participated in the trial expressed that the demonstration is effective in managing the diseases and which is eco-friendly and environmentally safe. 
10. Feedback to the scientist who developed the technology:

Soil borne disease was recorded at that time of plating we have to apply to Trichoderma asperllum soil trenching and Bacillus subtilis to apply foliar application to control soil borne diseases. The Farmers were actively participated in the implementation of these Practices including trainings. The Farmers are satisfied with the IDM Technologies to increase the yield.
OFT 7
1. Thematic area: IDM
2. Title: Assessment of biological methods for the management of soil borne diseases in brinjal             
3. Scientists involved: SMS (Plant Protection)
4. Details of farming situation: Brinjal is the major crops cultivated in Theni District. In an area 800 ha among 250 farmers.

5. Problem definition / description: Affected soil borne diseases incidence is high (35 %). So, yield loss (22.5q/ha) Due to lack of awareness in management practices.
6. Technology Assessed: 
TO 1: Recommended Practice: Application of Bacillus subtilis, Trichoderma asperellum and Purpureocillium liliacinum) as seed treatment, Soil application and root dipping
TO 2:  Alternate Practice: Arka microbial consortium - Seed treatment (20g/100g) of seeds, Soil application and root dipping (20 g/ lit)

TO 3: Farmers Practice: Soil application of COC (2.5 g/ lit) and carbofuran 5 kg/ha granules
7. Critical inputs given: (along with quantity as well as value)
	Name of critical input
	Qty per trial
	Cost per trial (Rs.)

	Bacillus subtilis
Field board
	2 liters

1 No.
	1100/-

300/-


8. Results: Brinjal is the one of the important vegetable crops grown in Theni district. Cultivation of Brinjal, many yield limiting factors cause the production. Among that Brinjal soil borne diseases is the major problem for the farmers. The farmers mostly rely on the fungicide for the management despite of array of alternate methods available. Keeping in this view, assessed Integrated diseases management modules in Ettaparajapuram village of Aundipatti block

Table – Economics 
	Technology Option
	No. of

trials
	Per cent Diseases incidence
	Yield

(t/ha)
	Net

Returns

(Rs. in ha)


	B:C 

ratio

	TO 1 (Recommended Practice)
	5


	26.60
	32.5
	7,60,500
	4.54

	TO 2 (Alternate Practice)
	
	29.85
	29.7
	6,82,500
	    4.27

	TO 3 (Farmers Practice)
	
	      33.20
	    26.2
	5,57,400
	3.43


Constraints faced: Farmers faced integrated diseases management incidence due to at that time of favourable conditions.
9. Feedback of the farmers involved: 
The technologies in brinjal increased the yield, reduced the requirement of chemical pesticide with better control of soil borne disease management in brinjal. Technologies found increasing the yield and higher net return. Farmers participated in the trial expressed that the demonstration is effective in managing the integrated soil borne diseases management and which is eco-friendly and environmentally safe. 

10. Feedback to the scientist who developed the technology:

The Farmers were actively participated in the implementation of these practices including trainings. The Farmers are satisfied with the technologies to increase the yield.
OFT 8
1.  Thematic area: Plant Protection
2.  Title: Assessment of IPM modules against Tomato pin worm

3.  Scientists involved: SMS (Plant Protection)

4. Details of farming situation: Tomato South American tomato pinworm, Tuta absoluta (Meyrick, 1917) (Lepidoptera: Gelechiidae) is one of the destructive invasive pests observed for the first time during November 2014 in India. Tomato is the major host of T. absoluta. Tomato is cultivated in Theni districts viz., Theni, Andipatti blocks are cultivated in tomato in an area of 900 ha among 450 farmers. Tomato crop major incidence in pinworm. 
5. Problem definition / description: Affected fruit borer incidence is high (45 %). So, Yield loss (49q/ha). Due to lack awareness of management practices.

6. Technology Assessed: 

TO -1: Farmer Practice:  Emamectin benzoate 5 g/ lit of water
TO -2: Recommended Practice:  Collect and destroy the pinworm affected plants and fruits Keep pheromone traps @ 5 nos./ac to attract and kill the adult moths Trichogramma chilonis @ 20,000/ac/release, Coinciding with flowering time. Spray Chlorantraniliprole 18.5% SC @ 60 ml or Flubendiamide 20% WG @ 60 ml or Indoxacarb 14.5% SC @ 100ml or Neem formulation (Azadirachtin 1% or 5%) @ 400 – 600 ml/ac.

TO -3: Alternate Practice: Seed treatment with imidacloprid 48 % FS @ 7g/kg of seeds, seedling dip with imidacloprid 17.8 SC @ 0.5 ml/l, Collection and destruction of infested leaves, Installation of sticky traps at 30/ac, installation of sex pheromone traps 20/ac Spraying of chlorantraniliprole 18.5 SC @ 0.3 ml/l, spinoteram12 SC @ 1.25 ml/l followed by flubendiamide 480 SC @ 0.3 ml/l

7. Critical inputs given: (along with quantity as well as value)
	Name of critical input
	Qty per trial
	Cost per trial (Rs.)

	Pheromone trap

Neem oil
Field Board 
	25 Nos.

2.5 litres
1 Nos.
	2050/-
1809/-

400/-


8. Results: The results of the in vivo assay revealed that Neem oil was sprayed at 40, 50 and 65 DAP @ 5ml/ lit, Pheromone traps are uses in 5Nos it is attractive pin worm larvae. Tomato pin worm is effectively control in Neemoil and Pheromone traps. 

Table - Economics
	Technology Option
	No. of

trials
	Pest incidence
	Yield (t/ha)
	Net returns (Rs. in ha)
	B.C ratio

	TO 1 (Farmer Practice)
	5


	28.96
	40.82
	186700
	2.03

	TO2 (Recommended Practice)
	
	13.95
	50.15
	276210
	2.57

	TO 3 (Alternate Practice)
	
	20.84
	43.34
	223400
	2.34


Constraints faced: Farmers faced pinworm management in due to favourable condition
9. Feedback of the farmers involved:

Due to lack of awareness in foliar spray to control disease 

10. Feedback to the scientist who developed the technology:

Neem oil was sprayed at that time of pre flowering stage. After spraying the neem oil and Pheromone traps are used to attract the larvae to control pin worm. Due to control the pest incidence and increase the fruit quality and yield also increase.

Frontline Demonstrations in Detail
a. Follow-up of FLDs implemented during previous years.


Technology - 1



Technology-1



Crop/Enterprise- Coconut 



Thematic area- Plant Protection

Technology Demonstrated as a follow-up from FLD - Cococon to control the coconut root wilt disease.

Feedback sent to the Research System- Use of TNAU Cococon shows improvement in palm vigor and yield in trees affected by Coconut Root Wilt Disease. However, it acts mainly as a nutrient supplement and stress reliever rather than a complete cure for the disease. Best results are observed when combined with integrated management practices recommended by Tamil Nadu Agricultural University.

Details on the performance of the technology sent to the Extension Department - The application of TNAU Cococon helped correct deficiencies, resulting in better nut setting and increased productivity. Horizontal spread of the technology (No. of Villages- 4, farmers-150, and area in ha 250)
Technology - 2



Crop/Enterprise- Banana


Thematic area- Plant Protection
Technology Demonstrated as a follow-up from FLD - NRCB - Bio consortia to control the sigatoka leaf spot disease.

Feedback sent to the Research System- Farmers reported better root development and reduced dependency on chemical fertilizers, indicating the potential of this technology for sustainable agriculture.

Details on the performance of the technology sent to the Extension Department - Application of the bio-consortia enhanced nutrient availability and root development, leading to better plant vigor and yield.
Horizontal spread of the technology (No. of Villages- 5, farmers-300, and area in ha 300)

Technology - 3



Crop/Enterprise- Grapes


Thematic area- Value Addition
Technology Demonstrated as a follow-up from FLD – Value Added Products from Grapes

Feedback sent to the Research System – Technology to be developed Dry grapes technology exclusively for cumbum panneer grapes without adding any preservatives
Details on the performance of the technology sent to the Extension Department – We have transferred the technology to the Horticulture Department for wider spread and also proposed to include in their action plan to minimize the post-harvest losses during the rainy period and peak harvest time. 
Horizontal spread of the technology: Promoted 15 Enterprises in GI Tagged Cumbum Panner Grapes

b. Details of FLDs implemented during the reporting period.

Technology-1 



Crop: Paddy


Thematic area: Crop Production and Management

Technology demonstrated: CO 55 Paddy variety (Duration- 110-115 days, yield 60.57 q/ha), application of bacillus subtilis for disease management and installation of Pheromone trap 12 nos./ha for yellow stem borer management.

Season and year: Kharif 2025


Farming situation: Irrigated 



Source of fund: ICAR- ATARI, Zone X



No of locations (Villages):1



No. of demonstrations (replications/farmers/beneficiaries):10



No of SC/ST Farmers and women farmers: 10



Area proposed (ha):4



Actual area (ha) 4



Justification for shortfall if any: -



Feedback from farmers:

· CO 55 paddy variety showed good yield performance and uniform crop growth under local conditions.

· Farmers reported better pest tolerance and grain quality compared to traditional varieties.

· Overall, they expressed satisfaction with higher productivity and recommended it for wider adoption.


Feedback of the Scientist:

· Observed improved resistance to rice tungro disease along with better grain quality, making it suitable for large-scale cultivation.


Extension activities on the FLD: 



(Field days – 1)
Farmers training - 2
Media coverage - 1

Training to Extension Functionaries -0

Technology-2 



Crop: Pearl millet


Thematic area: Crop Production and Management

Technology demonstrated: COH 10 Cumbu, soil Application of MN mixture, Seed treatment with Trichoderma viride


Season and year: Rabi


Farming situation: Irrigated 



Source of fund: ICAR- ATARI, Zone X



No of locations (Villages):1



No. of demonstrations (replications/farmers/beneficiaries):10



No of SC/ST Farmers and women farmers: 10



Area proposed (ha):4



Actual area (ha) 4



Justification for shortfall if any: -



Feedback from farmers:

· Non lodging and high yielding variety 

· Higher ear head length and grain filling ratio 

· Bolder grains and higher market preference particularly for value addition 



Feedback of the Scientist:

· The hybrid exhibits uniform plant stand with well-filled, compact ear heads, which helps in easier harvesting and improved grain quality at the field level.


Extension activities on the FLD: 



(Field days – 1)
Farmers training -1

Media coverage - 1

Training to Extension Functionaries -0

Technology-3 



Crop: Cluster bean


Thematic area: Crop Production and Management

Technology demonstrated. TNAU Nano revive - It is an Oligosaccharide based innovative nano formulation used as antitranspirant, growth booster and antifungal; The formulation regulates the stomatal behaviour and reduce the leaf transpiration in plants. Dosage: Foliar spray @ 1L/ac at active growth stage.

Season and year: Kharif 2025


Farming situation: Irrigated 



Source of fund: ICAR- ATARI, Zone X



No of locations (Villages):1



No. of demonstrations (replications/farmers/beneficiaries):10



No of SC/ST Farmers and women farmers: 10



Area proposed (ha):4



Actual area (ha) 4



Justification for shortfall if any: -



Feedback from farmers:

· Reduced flower drops during flowering stage which results increased fruit set.

· TNAU Nano revive increases yield which results yield was increased upto 24 % 


Feedback of the Scientist:
· TNAU Nano Revive showed promising results in enhancing crop growth and yield under field conditions. 
· The technology is farmer-friendly, cost-effective, and suitable for wider dissemination



Extension activities on the FLD: 



(Field days – 1)
Farmers training -1

Media coverage - 1

Training to Extension Functionaries -0

Technology-4 



Crop: Cluster Bean 



Thematic area: Varietal introduction 


Technology demonstrated. Cluster bean MDU-2, Short statured plants (70-75cm) with long pods (15–16cm). No. of pods per plant: 115 to 125. Protein content 2.6 g/100g, Crude fibre 2.58 g. Pod yield: 14 t/ha. Recommended for cultivation in all over districts of Tamil Nadu.


Season and year: Kharif 2025


Farming situation: Irrigated 



Source of fund: ICAR- ATARI, Zone X



No of locations (Villages):1



No. of demonstrations (replications/farmers/beneficiaries):10



No of SC/ST Farmers and women farmers: 10



Area proposed (ha):4



Actual area (ha) 4



Justification for shortfall if any: -



Feedback from farmers:

· The harvest of Cluster bean MDU-2, green pods start from 70 days after sowing the fruits harvest maximum with 12 harvests.

· Fruit setting percentage was increased and pod borer incidence was low.

· The Cluster bean MDU-2 increases pod yield which results yield was increased upto 42% when compared to the check.


Feedback of the Scientist:

· Cluster Bean MDU-2 shows early maturity, good yield stability, and adaptability to local agro-climatic and rainfed conditions.



Extension activities on the FLD: 



(Field days - 1

Farmers training -1

Media coverage - 1

Training to Extension Functionaries -0

Technology-5 



Crop: Brinjal


Thematic area: Varietal Introduction 
Technology demonstrated- Brinjal CO 3, Fruits are Long, light purple with white stripes. Moderately resistant to Fruit and Shoot borer. Fruit yield: 48.5 t/ha


Season and year: Kharif 2025


Farming situation: Irrigated


Source of fund: ICAR- ATARI, Zone X



No of locations (Villages):1



No. of demonstrations (replications/farmers/beneficiaries):10



No of SC/ST Farmers and women farmers: 0



Area proposed (ha):4



Actual area (ha) 4



Justification for shortfall if any: -



Feedback from farmers: 

· Yield increases upto 20 % due to improved cultivars of Brinjal CO 3 variety and high tolerant to phytoplasma diseases and shoot fly incidence of incidence.

· Even though Brinjal CO 3 was longer than the local variety. In this trail Brinjal CO 3 can be promoted to cultivation because of higher BCR.

Feedback of the Scientist:

· Brinjal CO 3 shows good yield potential, uniform fruit quality, and adaptability to diverse growing conditions.


Extension activities on the FLD: 



(Field days - 1 

Farmers training -1

Media coverage - 1

Training to Extension Functionaries -0

Technology-6


Crop: Black gram 



Thematic area: Crop Production and Management
Technology demonstrated- TNAU Vigour plus: Pre-sowing seed coating formulation containing biopolymer matrix fortified with plant growth promoting hormones (IAA & GA3). Hydrophilic polymer facilitates imbibitions and rate of seedling emergence. 20-25ml of Vigour plus/kg of seeds prior to sowing


Season and year: Kharif 2025


Farming situation: Rainfed 



Source of fund: ICAR- ATARI, Zone X



No of locations (Villages):1



No. of demonstrations (replications/farmers/beneficiaries):10



No of SC/ST Farmers and women farmers: 0



Area proposed (ha):4



Actual area (ha) 4



Justification for shortfall if any: -



Feedback from farmers: 

· TNAU Vigour Plus improved early vigour and growth

· Leading to more pods per plant and greater biomass 

· Increased number of pods per plant. 
· Overall, pod yield was increased upto 13 %


Feedback of the Scientist:
· TNAU Vigour Plus resulted in enhanced crop growth, better yield      

      attributes and improved productivity


Extension activities on the FLD: 



(Field days – 1) 

Farmers training -1

Media coverage - 1

Training to Extension Functionaries -0

Technology-7 



Crop: Paddy 



Thematic area: Crop Production and Management
Technology demonstrated- TNAU Rice reap - Dose: 6 kg/acre, Spray volume: 200 lit. Stages of spray: Booting stage (3 kg) and 10 days after first spray (3 kg). Add adequate quantity of wetting agent. Benefits: Improves spikelet fertility and grain filling rate; Increases grain yield up to 15 %; Improves tolerance against drought and high temperature.



Season and year: Kharif 2025


Farming situation: Rainfed 



Source of fund: ICAR- ATARI, Zone X



No of locations (Villages):1



No. of demonstrations (replications/farmers/beneficiaries):10



No of SC/ST Farmers and women farmers: 0



Area proposed (ha):4



Actual area (ha) 4



Justification for shortfall if any: -



Feedback from farmers: 

· Improved spikelet fertility and grain filling under heat stress conditions. 

· The foliar applications of TNAU Rice reap at active tillering stage and Panicle initiation stage was increased number of productive tillers and panicles.
Feedback of the Scientist:
·  Higher panicle length and more filled grains per panicle.

·  Reduced chaffiness and better grain filling.



Extension activities on the FLD: 



(Field days – 1) 

Farmers training -1

Media coverage - 1

Training to Extension Functionaries -0

Technology-8


Crop: Banana


Thematic area: Plant Protection

                        Technology demonstrated: Foliar application of Bio consortia at @50g per liter from 4th month after planting at 20 days interval (5 sprays) to control the disease. 



Season and year: Rabi 2024 - 2025


Farming situation: Irrigated 



Source of fund: ICAR- ATARI, Zone X



No of locations (Villages): 1



No. of demonstrations (replications/farmers/beneficiaries):10



No of SC/ST Farmers and women farmers: 5


Area proposed (ha): 4



Actual area (ha) 4



Justification for shortfall if any: - Nil

                        Feedback from farmers: 
· The IDM Technologies reduced the sigatoka leaf spot disease incidence in banana and increasing the yield and higher net return. 

· The farmers felt that IDM technologies in Banana increased the yield, reduced the requirement of chemical pesticides with better control of diseases.
Feedback from Scientists:

· The foliar application of NRCB Bio consortia (at @50g per liter from 4th month after planting at 20 days interval (5 sprays) to reduced sigatoka leaf spot disease and increase the yield.

Extension activities on the FLD: 



(Field days - 0
Farmers training - 4
Media coverage - 0

Training to Extension Functionaries -0
Technology-9


Crop: Coconut



Thematic area: Plant Protection
Technology demonstrated:
        Application of ‘Cococon’ @ 2 liter per tree mixed with 8 litre waters at three-month intervals around root zone to manage wilt diseases.


Season and year: Rabi 2025


Farming situation: Irrigated 



Source of fund: ICAR- ATARI, Zone X



No of locations (Villages): 1



No. of demonstrations (replications/farmers/beneficiaries): 10


No of SC/ST Farmers and women farmers: -


Area proposed (ha): 4



Actual area (ha) 4



Justification for shortfall if any: - Nil

                        Feedback from farmers: 
· The IDM Technologies reduced the root wilt disease incidence in coconut and increasing the yield and higher net return. 

· The farmers felt that IDM technologies in coconut increased the yield, reduced the requirement of chemical pesticides with better control of diseases. 
                        Feedback from Scientists: 
· Soil application of 2 litres of Cococon mix with 8 litres of water and pour the tree 3rd month interval. It has been controlled the root wilt diseases and increased the yield.
Extension activities on the FLD: 



(Field days - 0

Farmers training -3

Media coverage - 0

Training to Extension Functionaries -0
Technology-10


Crop: Grapes


Thematic area: Plant Protection

Technology demonstrated:
         Azoxystrobin+ Difenconazole 0.5 ml/l or Mycloblutanil 1.0g/l or Puprimet 25 EC 1 ml/l. Regular application of Ampelomyces quisqualis should be done @5-6g/L at regular intervals for control of powdery mildew.



Season and year: Rabi 2025


Farming situation: Irrigated 



Source of fund: ICAR- ATARI, Zone X



No of locations (Villages): 1



No. of demonstrations (replications/farmers/beneficiaries): 10


No of SC/ST Farmers and women farmers: -


Area proposed (ha): 4



Actual area (ha) 4



Justification for shortfall if any: - Nil

                        Feedback from farmers: 
· The IDM Technologies reduced the powdery mildew disease incidence in grapes and increasing the yield and higher net return. 

· The farmers felt that IDM technologies in grapes increased the yield, reduced the requirement of chemical pesticides with better control of diseases. 
                       Feedback from Scientists: 
· Application of Ampelomyces quisqualis (45 DAP) controlled powdery mildew diseases incidence and increased the yield.
Extension activities on the FLD: 



(Field days - 0

Farmers training -4
Media coverage - 0

Training to Extension Functionaries -0
Technology-11
                        Crop: Mango


Thematic area: Plant Protection

Technology demonstrated: Spraying of Bacillus subitilis @ 5 ml/lit after flowering for five times at 21 days intervals


Season and year: Rabi 2025


Farming situation: Irrigated 



Source of fund: ICAR- ATARI, Zone X



No of locations (Villages):1



No. of demonstrations (replications/farmers/beneficiaries):10



No of SC/ST Farmers and women farmers: 2


Area proposed (ha):4



Actual area (ha) 4



Justification for shortfall if any: - Nil
                       Feedback from farmers: 
· The IDM Technologies reduced the anthracnose disease incidence in mango and increasing the yield and higher net return. 

· The farmers felt that IDM technologies in mango increased the yield, reduced the requirement of chemical pesticides with better control of diseases. 
                         Feedback from Scientists:
· Foliar application of Bacillus subitilis controlled diseases incidence and increased the yield.
Extension activities on the FLD: 



(Field days - 0

Farmers training -3

Media coverage - 0

Training to Extension Functionaries -0
Technology-12
                        Crop: Onion


Thematic area: Plant Protection

                        Technology demonstrated: Seed treatment with thiophanate methyl @2.5 g/kg seed, Soil application of Bacillus subtilis @1.25 kg/ha + Trichoderma asperellum @1.25 kg/ha + VAM fungi @12.5 kg/ha + Azophos @ tebuconazole @1.5 ml/l for purple blotch disease management and need based application of 3.3 % mefenoxam +33.1% chlorothalanil SC @0.1 % followed by 23.4 % mandipropamid Sc @0.1 % for downy mildew management. Fipronil 80 % WG @ 1.5 g/ 10 lit for thrips on need basis
Season and year: Kharif 2025


Farming situation: Irrigated 



Source of fund: ICAR- ATARI, Zone X



No of locations (Villages): 1



No. of demonstrations (replications/farmers/beneficiaries):10



No of SC/ST Farmers and women farmers: -


Area proposed (ha):4



Actual area (ha) 4



Justification for shortfall if any: - Nil

                        Feedback from farmers: 
· The IPDM Technologies reduced the Thirps and basal rot incidence Technologies found increasing the yield and higher net return.
·  The farmers felt that IPDM technologies in Onion increased the yield, reduced the requirement of chemical pesticides with better control of pests and diseases.
                        Feedback from Scientists:
· Foliar application of Bacillus subitilis and Trichoderma asperellum controlled the diseases incidence and increased the yield.
Extension activities on the FLD: 



(Field days - 0

Farmers training - 4
Media coverage - 0

Training to Extension Functionaries -0
Technology-13
                        Crop: Coconut


Thematic area: Plant Protection

                        Technology demonstrated: Release of Encarsia gaudeloupe @ 100 parasitoids/acre (10 leaf bits/ acre), Installation of Yellow sticky trap (5X1.5 Feet) smeared with castor oil @ 5 / acre, Release of Crysoperla zastrowi sillemi eggs @ 500/acre, spraying of 1 % starch solution for sooty mould, Spraying Azadiractin 1 % @ 2 mi/lit

Season and year: Kharif 2025


Farming situation: Irrigated 



Source of fund: ICAR- ATARI, Zone X



No of locations (Villages): 1



No. of demonstrations (replications/farmers/beneficiaries):10



No of SC/ST Farmers and women farmers: -


Area proposed (ha):4



Actual area (ha) 4



Justification for shortfall if any: - Nil

Feedback from farmers: 
· Adoption of integrated pest management practices reduced the incidence of coconut RSW infestation but not below the ETL. 
· Increase the natural parasitization.
Feedback from farmers: 
· Adoption of integrated pest management practices reduced the incidence of coconut RSW infestation but not below the ETL. 
· Increase the natural parasitization.
                          Feedback from Scientists:
· Foliar application of Azadiractin 1 % (3spray) to control the pest incidence and increased the yield and quality.
Extension activities on the FLD: 



(Field days - 0

Farmers training - 4
Media coverage - 0

Training to Extension Functionaries -0
Technology -14
Crop: Banana



Thematic area: Value Addition 



Technology demonstrated:  



Season and year: Kharif 2025



Farming situation: - 



Source of fund: ICAR- ATARI, Zone X


No of locations (Villages): 1



No. of demonstrations (replications/farmers/beneficiaries): 10



No of SC/ST Farmers and women farmers: 0



Area proposed (ha): -



Actual area (ha): -



Justification for shortfall if any: -

 

Feedback from farmers:

· Strong willingness to adopt this technology
· Cost effective/low-cost technology and high nutrient retention 

· Enables the development of novel products from banana stem – waste to wealth concept

          Feedback of the Scientist:

· Sedimentation occurs due to the presence of fibrous content; therefore, the juice can be extracted using stem distillation methods. 
Extension activities on the FLD: 
Exposure Visit to ICAR NRCB, Trichy - 1

Farmers Training – 2

Method Demonstration – 5

Group Meeting – 2

Field Day – 1

Scientist Visit /Follow up visit - 5

Media Coverage - 2
Extension Studies
1. Impact of Digital Advisory Services on Decision-Making and Income Enhancement under Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Theni
Introduction
The effectiveness of agricultural extension systems depends largely on the timely dissemination of relevant, location-specific, and actionable information to farmers. Traditional extension approaches, although valuable, are often constrained by limited outreach, high operational costs, and delays in information delivery. In recent years, the increasing penetration of mobile phones and digital communication technologies in rural areas has created new opportunities to strengthen extension service delivery through digital means.

Digital advisory services (DAS) facilitate the delivery of crop- and stage-specific advisories related to weather conditions, crop management practices, nutrient application, pest and disease management, irrigation scheduling, and farm operations. These services are particularly important for smallholder farmers, who are more vulnerable to production risks due to climate variability, pest incidence, and sub-optimal input use.

In this context, Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK), Theni has implemented digital advisory services using multiple platforms such as SMS, voice-based advisories (IVRS), and WhatsApp messaging to complement conventional extension methods. These advisories aim to support farmers in making informed and timely decisions throughout the crop production cycle.

Despite the growing adoption of digital advisories, systematic assessment of their farm-level impact is essential. Therefore, the present study was undertaken to evaluate the impact of digital advisory services disseminated by KVK Theni on farmers’ awareness, decision-making behaviour, productivity, and income using a structured survey-based approach.

2. Objectives of the Study

The study was conducted with the following specific objectives:

1. To assess the level of awareness and utilization of digital advisory platforms among smallholder farmers.

2. To evaluate the influence of digital advisories on crop and resource management decisions.

3. To analyze the impact of digital advisory services on crop productivity and farm income.

3. Methodology

Study Area

The study was conducted in selected villages under the operational area of KVK Theni, Tamil Nadu.

 Sampling Design

· Total sample size: 150 smallholder farmers

· Digital advisory users: 75 farmers

· Non-users (control group): 75 farmers

· Landholding size: up to 2.0 ha

Data Collection

Data were collected through a structured and pre-tested interview schedule. Additional information was obtained from KVK digital advisory dissemination records, crop yield data, and cost of cultivation records.

Data Analysis

The collected data were analyzed using percentage analysis, before–after comparison, and user–non-user comparative methods to assess the impact of digital advisory services.

Results and Discussion

Objective 1: Awareness and Utilization of Digital Advisory Platforms

Table 1. Awareness of Digital Advisory Platforms among Farmers

	Parameters
	Users (%)
	Non-users (%)
	Overall (%)

	SMS advisories
	95.0
	70.0
	86.7

	Voice advisories (IVRS)
	87.5
	55.0
	76.7

	WhatsApp advisories
	76.3
	45.0
	66.7

	Mobile agriculture apps
	62.5
	32.5
	52.5


This data revealed a high level of awareness of digital advisory services among farmers, particularly among users. SMS advisories recorded the highest awareness due to their accessibility and ease of use, followed by voice-based advisories. Awareness of mobile applications was comparatively lower due to limitations in smartphone ownership and digital literacy.

Table 2. Utilization Pattern of Digital Advisory Platforms

	Platform
	Regular Users (%)
	Occasional Users (%)
	Non-users (%)

	SMS
	85.0
	10.0
	5.0

	Voice advisories
	73.8
	13.7
	12.5

	WhatsApp
	65.0
	11.3
	23.7


SMS and voice advisories were the most frequently utilized platforms, indicating farmer preference for simple and reliable communication modes. WhatsApp advisories showed moderate utilization due to internet dependency and smartphone availability.

Table 3. Crop Management Decisions Influenced by Digital Advisories

	Decision Area
	Farmers Reporting Change (%)

	Crop/variety selection
	61.2

	Adjustment of sowing time
	72.5

	Nutrient management practices
	76.3

	Pest and disease management
	82.5

	Irrigation scheduling
	67.5

	Harvest planning
	58.7


Digital advisories significantly influenced farmers’ crop management decisions, with the highest impact observed in pest and disease management, followed by nutrient management and sowing time adjustment. This reflects the effectiveness of timely, stage-specific advisories in improving farm decision-making.
Table 4. Integrated Impact on Productivity, Income, and Economic Efficiency

	Crop
	Yield (non-users)
	Yield (users)
	Yield Increase (%)
	Net Income (Rs/ha) – non-users
	Net Income (Rs/ha) – Users
	Income Increase (%)
	B:C Ratio (non-users)
	B:C Ratio (users)

	Paddy
	4.7 t/ha
	5.6 t/ha
	19.1
	49,800
	63,200
	26.9
	1.76
	2.23

	Cotton
	18.8 q/ha
	21.5 q/ha
	14.4
	54,100
	69,800
	29.0
	1.71
	2.21

	Black gram
	7.6 q/ha
	9.4 q/ha
	23.7
	30,600
	38,900
	27.1
	1.68
	2.18

	Vegetables
	18.5 t/ha
	23.0 t/ha
	24.3
	72,500
	91,600
	26.3
	1.82
	2.26



              Digital advisory users recorded higher yields across all major crops compared to non-users. Yield gains, combined with reduced input costs, resulted in significant enhancement of net income and improved benefit–cost ratios. The consistent improvement across crops confirms the positive economic impact of digital advisory services

Conclusion
The study clearly demonstrates that digital advisory services implemented by Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Theni have significantly enhanced farmers’ awareness and utilization of digital platforms and positively influenced crop and resource management decisions. Adoption of these advisories resulted in optimized use of fertilizers, pesticides, and irrigation water, thereby reducing the cost of cultivation. Comparative analysis between digital advisory users and non-users confirmed substantial improvements in crop productivity, net income, and economic efficiency across major crops. Higher yields, improved benefit–cost ratios, and increased farm income highlight the effectiveness of digital advisory services as a complementary extension approach and this will further enhance their contribution to sustainable agricultural development and livelihood improvement among smallholder farmers.

2. Socio-Economic Assessment of Integrated Farming System (IFS) Models Promoted by KVK Theni

Introduction

Indian agriculture is characterized by small and marginal landholdings, increasing production costs, and vulnerability to climatic risks. Mono-cropping systems often fail to provide adequate income and employment throughout the year. Integrated Farming System (IFS) offers a viable solution by integrating complementary farm enterprises to ensure efficient resource utilization, income diversification, and sustainability.

KVK Theni has promoted various IFS models suited to the agro-climatic conditions of the district, focusing on crop-based systems integrated with dairy, poultry, goat rearing, fisheries, horticulture, and vermicomposting. An impact assessment is essential to evaluate the effectiveness of these interventions and guide future extension strategies.
Objectives

1. To assess the economic impact of IFS models on farm income and livelihood security of farmers.

2. To identify major challenges faced by farmers in adoption and maintenance of IFS models.

Methodology

The study was conducted in selected villages under the operational area of Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK), Theni, to assess the socio-economic impact of Integrated Farming System (IFS) models promoted by the KVK. A total of 100 beneficiaries who had adopted IFS models were selected using purposive sampling. Primary data were collected through personal interviews using a pre-tested structured interview schedule, supported by field observations and interactions with KVK scientists. Information on socio-economic characteristics, farm income, employment generation, and constraints in adoption was collected for both pre- and post-adoption periods. The collected data were analyzed using descriptive statistics such as percentages, averages, and comparative income analysis to assess the economic and livelihood impact of IFS models.

Table 1. Economic Impact of IFS Models on Farm Income and Employment (n = 100)
	S.No.
	Parameters
	Before Adoption of IFS
	After Adoption of IFS

	1
	Average annual farm income (₹/farmer/year)
	1,35,000
	2,15,500

	2
	Income from crop enterprise (₹/year)
	95,000
	1,20,000

	3
	Income from livestock & allied enterprises (₹/year)
	40,000
	1,15,000

	4
	Employment generation (man-days/year)
	190
	295

	5
	Share of allied enterprises in total income (%)
	29.6%
	48.9%

	6
	Income stability
	Low
	High

	7
	Food & nutritional security
	Moderate
	High


The adoption of Integrated Farming System (IFS) models promoted by KVK Theni had a marked positive impact on the economic conditions of farmers. The average annual farm income increased by 45.93 per cent, from ₹1,35,000 to ₹2,15,500 per farmer. Crop income showed a moderate increase (+26.3%) due to better cultivation practices and input efficiency, while income from livestock and allied enterprises increased substantially, demonstrating the effectiveness of enterprise diversification. Employment generation also rose significantly, from 190 to 295 man-days per year, enhancing utilization of family labor and providing year-round engagement. The share of allied enterprises in total income increased from 29.6% to 48.9%, contributing to higher income stability and reduced dependency on a single crop. Furthermore, the availability of milk, eggs, vegetables, and other farm produce under IFS improved food and nutritional security. These results collectively confirm that IFS models are economically viable and effective in improving farm income, employment, and overall livelihood security.
Table 2. Constraints Faced by Farmers in Adoption and Maintenance of IFS Models (n = 100)

	S.No
	Constraints
	Number of Farmers 
	Percentage (%)

	1
	High initial investment
	67
	67%

	2
	Lack of access to institutional credit/subsidy
	54
	54%

	3
	Technical complexity / lack of knowledge
	47
	47%

	4
	Increased labor requirement
	41
	41%

	5
	Disease management in livestock/poultry
	37
	37%

	6
	Marketing problems / price fluctuations
	44
	44%

	7
	Water scarcity / seasonal drought
	30
	30%


The study revealed several challenges that hindered full adoption and effective maintenance of IFS models. The most significant constraint was high initial investment, reported by 67% of farmers, reflecting the difficulty small and marginal farmers face in investing in livestock sheds, irrigation, and allied enterprise infrastructure. Lack of access to institutional credit and subsidies was reported by 54% of respondents, further limiting their capacity to expand or maintain IFS components. Nearly half of the farmers (47%) faced technical difficulties in managing multiple enterprises simultaneously, highlighting the need for continuous training and backstopping by KVK Theni.

Other notable constraints included labor requirements (41%), disease management in livestock/poultry (37%), marketing issues (44%), and seasonal water scarcity (30%). These challenges indicate that while IFS models are highly beneficial for income diversification and livelihood security, sustainability depends on institutional support, technical guidance, and market linkages. Addressing these constraints through financial assistance, capacity building, and formation of farmer groups can enhance adoption and long-term success of IFS models in the region.

Conclusion

The Integrated Farming System (IFS) models promoted by Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK), Theni, have demonstrated a significant positive impact on farm income, employment generation, and livelihood security of small and marginal farmers. Adoption of IFS led to a marked increase in annual farm income, with diversified enterprises such as livestock, poultry, horticulture, and vermicomposting contributing substantially to overall earnings. Employment opportunities also increased, ensuring better utilization of family labor and year-round engagement. The study revealed that IFS adoption enhanced income stability, reduced dependence on a single crop, and improved food and nutritional security among farming households. However, several constraints, including high initial investment, limited access to credit and subsidies, technical complexity, labor requirements, disease management, and marketing challenges, continue to hinder full-scale adoption and maintenance. Addressing these constraints through financial support, continuous technical guidance, capacity-building programs, and strengthened market linkages will further improve the sustainability and scalability of IFS models in Theni. Overall, the study confirms that IFS is an effective, sustainable, and economically viable approach for improving the livelihoods of farmers in the region.

3. Impact Assessment of KVK-Promoted Entrepreneurs in Theni district

Introduction

Entrepreneurship plays a pivotal role in accelerating rural development by generating income, creating employment opportunities, and reducing dependence on traditional agriculture. In India, strengthening rural entrepreneurship has become a key strategy for improving livelihoods, promoting self-employment, and ensuring inclusive economic growth. Recognizing this, the Government of India has emphasized skill development and entrepreneurship promotion through various extension and capacity-building initiatives.

Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Theni serve as vital grassroots-level institutions mandated to assess, refine, and disseminate agricultural and allied technologies among farming communities. In addition to technology transfer, KVKs actively promote entrepreneurship through entrepreneurship development programmes (EDPs), skill-oriented trainings, value addition programmes, and vocational courses, thereby enabling rural youth, farm women, and farmers to establish income-generating enterprises.

The Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Theni has been instrumental in promoting agri-based and allied enterprises such as value-added food products, mushroom cultivation, azolla production, beekeeping, vermicomposting, and other need-based enterprises tailored to the agro-climatic and socio-economic conditions of Theni district. Through systematic training, demonstrations, and follow-up support, KVK Theni aims to transform trained beneficiaries into successful rural entrepreneurs.

While numerous entrepreneurship programmes have been implemented, it is essential to scientifically assess their impact to understand the extent of enterprise adoption, income generation, employment creation, and sustainability of enterprises. Impact assessment helps identify strengths, gaps, and areas for improvement, thereby enabling policymakers and extension agencies to refine future interventions. In this context, the present study was undertaken to assess the impact of entrepreneurship programmes promoted by KVK Theni on the socio-economic status of rural beneficiaries in Theni district.

Methodology
Research Design

The study followed an ex-post facto research design, as the entrepreneurship programmes had already been implemented and their effects were assessed after participation by the beneficiaries.

Locale of the Study

The study was conducted in Theni district of Tamil Nadu, which is characterized by diversified agriculture and allied activities. The district was purposively selected due to the active role of KVK Theni in entrepreneurship promotion across farming, livestock, and agri-based sectors

Selection of Respondents

The respondents comprised beneficiaries who had participated in entrepreneurship development programmes organized by KVK Theni.

· Sample size: 100 respondents

· Sampling technique: Proportionate random sampling

· Respondents were selected from different blocks of Theni district to ensure adequate representation.

Table 1. Distribution of respondents according to socio-economic parameters before and after KVK intervention (n = 100)

	S.No
	Parameter
	Before Intervention
	After Intervention

	
	
	Low
	Medium
	High
	Low
	Medium
	High

	1
	Skill level
	56
	32
	12
	14
	36
	50

	2
	Decision-making ability
	48
	34
	18
	12
	36
	52

	3
	Social recognition
	44
	38
	18
	10
	32
	58

	4
	Leadership quality
	52
	30
	18
	18
	34
	48

	5
	Participation in institutions
	50
	32
	18
	14
	38
	48


Table 2. Distribution of respondents according to annual income before and after KVK intervention (n = 100)

	S.No
	Annual income range (₹/year)
	Before intervention (%)
	After intervention (%)

	1
	< ₹50,000
	42
	12

	2
	₹50,000 – 1,00,000
	38
	24

	3
	₹1,00,000 – 2,00,000
	15
	39

	4
	> ₹2,00,000
	5
	25


Socio-economic status of KVK-promoted entrepreneurs

The data presented in Table 1 clearly indicate a substantial improvement in the socio-economic status of entrepreneurs after KVK intervention. Before intervention, a majority of respondents belonged to the low category across all parameters, particularly annual income (80%), skill level (56%), and leadership quality (52%). After intervention, a marked shift from low to medium and high categories was observed.

The percentage of respondents in the high-income category increased from 5 per cent to 25 per cent, while those in the low-income category declined sharply from 80 per cent to 36 per cent. This improvement can be attributed to KVK-provided skill-oriented trainings, enterprise demonstrations, and continuous technical support, which enhanced productivity and profitability of the enterprises.

Skill level showed a significant enhancement, with high-skill respondents increasing from 12 per cent before intervention to 50 per cent after intervention. This reflects the effectiveness of KVK training programmes in improving technical competence, enterprise management skills, and confidence among rural entrepreneurs.

Social empowerment indicators such as decision-making ability, social recognition, leadership quality, and participation in institutions also recorded notable improvement. The proportion of respondents in the high category for social recognition increased from 18 per cent to 58 per cent, indicating improved social status and acceptance in the community as a result of successful enterprise establishment.
Table 3. Enterprise Adoption Status of Trained Beneficiaries

	S.No
	Adoption Status
	Number
	Percentage (%)

	1
	Enterprise started
	70
	70.0

	2
	Planning stage
	19
	19.0

	3
	Not started
	11
	11.0


The results show that 70 per cent of the respondents had successfully established enterprises after participating in entrepreneurship development programmes. This high level of enterprise adoption clearly reflects the effectiveness of the training and extension support provided by Krishi Vigyan Kendra Theni.

Nearly one-fifth of the respondents (19.0%) were in the planning stage, indicating a strong entrepreneurial intention but facing constraints such as lack of initial capital, market access, or time. Only 11.0 per cent of the respondents did not initiate enterprises, suggesting that non-adoption was relatively low. Overall, the findings confirm that the programmes significantly motivated beneficiaries towards self-employment and enterprise creation.
Table 4. Distribution of Enterprises Established by Beneficiaries

	S.No
	Enterprises
	Number
	Percentage

	1
	Value-added food products
	19
	27.1

	2
	Mushroom cultivation
	15
	21.4

	3
	Nursery raising
	13
	18.6

	4
	Beekeeping
	10
	14.3

	5
	Vermicomposting
	8
	11.4


Among the respondents who established enterprises, value-added food product enterprises (27.1%) were the most preferred, followed by mushroom cultivation (21.4%) and nursery raising (18.6%). These enterprises are attractive due to low capital requirement, ease of operation, short gestation period, and assured local market demand.

Beekeeping and vermicomposting were adopted by a moderate proportion of beneficiaries, primarily as supplementary income-generating activities. The diversity of enterprises indicates that the entrepreneurship development programmes of KVK Theni were need-based and location-specific, enabling beneficiaries to select enterprises aligned with their resources and livelihood goals. The findings highlight the role of KVK Theni in promoting sustainable rural entrepreneurship.

Conclusion
The present study concludes that the entrepreneurship development programmes promoted by Krishi Vigyan Kendra Theni have had a positive and significant impact on the socio-economic status of beneficiaries in Theni district. A majority of the trained respondents successfully adopted enterprises, leading to improved income levels and enhanced self- and family employment opportunities. The diversified nature of enterprises promoted indicates the relevance of KVK interventions to local resources and market demand. However, constraints related to initial capital and market linkages were observed, suggesting the need for strengthened post-training support and institutional convergence. Overall, the study highlights the crucial role of KVK Theni in promoting sustainable rural entrepreneurship and livelihood enhancement in the district.

Technology Week Celebrations
	Types of Activities
	No. of Activities
	Number of Participants
	Related crop/livestock technology

	Gosthies
	1
	73
	Recent Agricultural Technologies and Agri entrepreneurship

	Lectures organized
	3
	86
	Improved crop management practices

	Exhibition
	1
	35
	Latest technologies, Agri and allied entrepreneurship

	Film show
	1
	82
	Krishi choupal – New varieties

	Fair
	0
	0
	0

	Farm Visit
	7
	26
	Pulses promotion

	Diagnostic Practical
	0
	0
	Nil

	Distribution of Literature (No.)
	2
	150
	Pulses cultivation

	Distribution of Seed (q)
	0
	0
	

	Distribution of Planting materials (No.)
	3
	250
	Fruits crops cultivation

	Bio Product distribution (Kg)
	0
	0
	-

	Bio Fertilizers (q)
	0
	0
	-

	Distribution of fingerlings
	0
	0
	-

	Distribution of Livestock specimen (No.)
	0
	0
	-

	Total number of farmers visited the technology week
	8
	520
	Recent Agricultural Technologies and Agri entrepreneurship

	Others
	0
	0
	-


Training/workshops/seminars etc. attended by KVK staff.
Trainings attended in the relevant field of specialization (Mention Title, duration, Institution, location etc.)
	Name of the staff
	Title
	Dates
	Duration
	Organized by

	Mr.P.Maheswaran
	Refresher training programme on new agricultural technologies
	1 Day
	TNAU, Coimbatore
	New agricultural production technologies

	Mr.M.Arun Raj
	Training on Natural Farming for Scientist of KVKs and Farmer Master Trainers (FMTs)
	17.06.2025 to 20.06.2025
	4 days
	TNAU, Coimbatore

	Dr. V. Karthik Pandi
	Natural farming for Scientists of KVK and Farmer Master Trainers

	17.06.2025 -20.06.2025
	4 Days
	TNAU, Coimbatore

	Dr. V. Karthik Pandi
	Content Creation and Use of Digital Tools for Farmer Advisories
	01.12.2025
	1 Day
	TNAU, Coimbatore

	Mr. C.Sabarinathan

	Veterinary Science: Techniques and best practices to improve the livestock productivity in field level
	30.10.2025 -31.10.2025
	2 Days
	ICAR- ATARI, Zone-X and TANUVAS, ICAR Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Kancheepuram

	
	Content Creation and Use of Digital Tools for Farmer Advisories"
	01.12.2025
	1 Day
	Directorate of Extension Education, TNAU


	M.Ramyasivaselvi

SMS (Home Science)
	10th National Conference on Agricultural Scientific Tamil

	04.04.2025-05.04.2025
	2 Days 
	Tamil Nadu Veterinary and Animal Sciences University & Agricultural Scientific Tamil Society, New Delhi at TANUVAS, Chennai

	
	Training on Banana Central Core Stem RTS
	12.08.2025
	1 Day


	ICAR NRCB, Trichy

	
	PMFME Capacity Building Programme on Food Processing (Online Mode)
	24.10.2025-25.10.2025
	2 Days 


	TNAU, Coimbatore

	
	Training Pulp and Paper Technology
	24.11.2025-27.11.2025
	4 Days


	ICAR CIRCOT, Mumbai


Details of collaborative/externally funded/sponsored projects/programmes implemented by KVK (2025)
	S.
No
	Title of the programme / project
	Sponsoring / collaborating agency
	Objectives
	Duration
	Amount (Rs)

	1.
	Organic Cultivar
	TN Skill Development 
	To provide hands on training Organic Cultivar techniques for creating self-employment opportunities for 25 rural youth of Theni District
	1 Month
	3,04,250

	2
	Training on Value Addition of Fruits, Vegetables and Plantation Crops and Entrepreneurship   Development under the project Establishment of Training Facilities for SC

	TNSCST, Chennai
	To empower the SCST farmers, farm women and rural youth by providing hands on training and establishment of training facilities at KVK Premises
	1 Year 

	7,05,750


Detailed report of each project/programme separately with objectives, nature of collaboration / programme, outcome of the collaboration etc.
1. Vetri Nichayam Scheme - Skill training on Organic cultivar


  Vetri Nichayam skill training on organic cultivar was conducted at CENDECT KVK Theni from 27.10.2025 – 25.11.2025. 








Objective:  

                To conduct training on Organic cultivar for rural youth was participated 28 Nos.  

Organic farming may be adapted, 

1. Increase genetic diversity.

2. Promote more usage of natural pesticides. 

3. Make sure the right soil cultivation at the right time. 

4. Keep and build good soil structure and fertility. 

5. Control pasts, diseases and weed. 

Nature of collaboration / programme



Mr. P. Maheswaran, Programme Coordinator (i/c) welcomed the gathering and highlighted the importance of Organic cultivar in Agriculture and sustainable livelihood. Mr. P. Maheswaran, SMS (Agronomy) was handled on preparation organic inputs, Azolla cultivation and Integrated farming system. Mr. Arunraj, SMS (Soil Science) was handled classes on Soil health management, Integrated Nutrient management and organic amendments. Dr. Rajaraman, SMS (Horticulture) was handled on Kitchen Garden, Vegetable cultivation under protected cultivation, Good agricultural practices in coconut, banana cultivation and Production technology in Grapes Cultivation. Dr. Karthik Pandi, SMS (Plant Protection) was handled on Pest and Diseases management on organic methods. Mr. Sabarinathan SMS (Extension) was handled on marketing linkage of organic input production and certificates. 

Outcome

· Assessment was done by three criteria practical, theory and viva voce on 28.11.2025. Totally 20 Rural youth was participated and benefited.

· Rural youth were acquired knowledge on organic cultivation methodology and techniques in this training.
2. Training on Value Addition of Fruits, Vegetables and Plantation Crops and Entrepreneurship   Development under the project Establishment of Training Facilities for SCST Cell 

Objectives
· To empower the SCST farmers, farm women and rural youth by providing hands on training cum method demonstration 

· To provide handholding support for getting Licensing, branding, labelling

· To create marketing linkages with KVIC through KVK, Super Markets, FPO Outlets, Online marketing 

· To develop the beneficiaries as successful Entrepreneurs 

· To generate sustainable additional income to the farmers through this training programme

Nature of collaboration / programme

· Conducted 3 Trainings programme on Value Addition of Fruits, Vegetables and Plantation Crops for 75 SC/STs of Theni District 

· Exposure visits were arranged to ICAR NRCB, Trichy for Fruits value addition training, NIFTEM, Thanjavur, Suga Natural Diet, Thiruvaiyaru (KVK Theni–Incubate Entrepreneur Unit) for vegetable value addition training programme and Agribusiness Incubation Centre of Vanavarayar Institute of Agriculture, Pollachi for plantation crops value addition training for cross learning of latest technologies in food processing and value addition sectors. 

· Novel Food Products Development

· Entrepreneurship Development

· Group meetings were conducted to create an awareness on financial assistance available for SCST

Establishment of Agribusiness Incubation Centre (ABIC) for SCST

ABIC for SCST was established on 10.03.2025 at KVK Premises with 6 basic food processing equipments to promote Agripreneurs and Rural enterprises in Theni District. The following facilities are available from peeling of fruits and vegetable to packaging of finished products. 

1. Multipurpose Food Processing Machine: Peeling, Deseeding, Juicing, Extraction and Grinding. 

Product development from MPP: Fruits leather, Fruit Halwa, Fruit Juice, Fruit RTS, Herbal water, vegetable gravy, black garlic, black lemon, fruit pulp etc., 

2. Multi Peeler Machine: Multi Peeler Machine helps to remove the peel of onion, garlic, ginger, potato. 

3. Electrical Dryer: Drying of all Agricultural and Horticultural produces. Coconut chips, Desiccated Coconut, Banana Chips, Dry Grapes, Mango Bar, Amla Mouth fresher, 

4. Vegetable Cutter: Cutting of fruits and vegetables, Banana dried chips, dry moringa leaves, dry grapes, dry mushroom, dry amla, onion flakes, tomato flakes, fruits leathers etc., This Cutter helps to slice the vegetable and fruits, drudgery reduction, time saving, reduce labour cost etc.,

5. Pulvarizer : Grinding of dry Agriculture and Horticulture produces - Cereals, millets, pulses, dehydrated fruits, vegetables, green leafy vegetables, Ready to Instant mixes, Banana powder, Mango powder, Amla Powder, Onion Powder, Tomato Powder, Potato powder etc.,

6. Semi-Automatic Sealing Machine with Nitrogen Flushing:  Sealing of packed food products in polyethylene pouches and other pouches with Nitrogen Flushing help to increase the shelf life of the products.

We have been unitizing our Agribusiness Incubation Center exclusively for SCST of Theni District for developing value added products and Entrepreneurship Development for creating sustainable livelihood. ABIC can also be used for conducting training, method demonstration, exposure visit for new startups and dissemination of food processing and value addition technologies. 

Outcome of the collaboration
· 10 novel products were developed and 12 entrepreneurs were emerged after the training and preparing the products are Coco&nut Chocolate, Coconut Cookies and Brownie, Cashew Apple Fruit Leather, Fruit Jelly, Dehydrated Tomato, Tomato Pickle, Tomato dehydration and Powder and marketing their products in KVK sale outlets. 

· Arranging of financial assistance from TAHDCO, District Industries Center, Khadi and Village Industries Commission, Madurai. 

· Marketing Linkage was created with educational institutions, school, collectorate, mahalir thittam and line departments for supplying healthy products by our entrepreneurs
Success Stories
Success Story - 1. Enhancing Paddy Productivity through Popularization of CO 55 Variety in Theni District, Tamil Nadu
Introduction / Background

Paddy is one of the major staple crops cultivated in Theni district under canal, tank, and borewell irrigation systems. However, the productivity of paddy remained low due to the continued cultivation of traditional and old varieties with longer duration, poor yield potential, and higher susceptibility to pests and diseases. Farmers also had limited exposure to improved varieties and scientific crop management practices, resulting in higher cost of cultivation and lower net income. In order to address these constraints and to bridge the existing yield gap in paddy cultivation, Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK), Theni planned a systematic intervention focusing on the introduction and popularization of the high-yielding paddy variety CO 55, which is well suited to the agro-climatic conditions of Tamil Nadu.

Problem Statement

The major problems identified through diagnostic field visits and Participatory Rural Appraisal (PRA) were the cultivation of local or old paddy varieties with low yield potential, longer crop duration leading to higher water requirement, frequent incidence of pests and diseases, and inadequate adoption of recommended crop management practices. These factors collectively resulted in low productivity, poor profitability, and reduced farmer confidence in paddy cultivation.

Intervention, Plan and Implementation Support by KVK

Based on the identified constraints, KVK, Theni designed and implemented a need-based intervention to demonstrate the performance of the improved paddy variety CO 55 along with recommended production technologies. Progressive and willing farmers from different blocks of Theni district were selected, and Front-Line Demonstrations (FLDs) were conducted in farmers’ fields. Quality seed material of CO 55 was supplied to the selected farmers. The KVK provided continuous technical backstopping through capacity building programmes and on-field guidance covering nursery management, seed treatment, optimum spacing and line transplanting, balanced nutrient management based on soil test recommendations, efficient water management, and Integrated Pest and Disease Management (IPDM). Regular field visits, timely advisories, and farmer–scientist interactions ensured proper adoption of the technology throughout the crop season.

Output

The Front-Line Demonstrations on CO 55 paddy resulted in better crop establishment with uniform tillering, bold panicles, and synchronized maturity in the demonstration fields. The average grain yield recorded under CO 55 ranged from 62–65 q/ha, whereas farmers’ existing local/old varieties yielded about 50–52 q/ha, registering a yield increase of 10–13 q/ha (20–25%). Adoption of scientific crop management practices also led to more efficient input use and improved crop health.

Outcome

The adoption of CO 55 paddy significantly enhanced farm profitability. Although the cost of cultivation showed a marginal increase of about ₹2,000–3,000 per hectare due to the use of quality seed and balanced nutrient application, the higher yield resulted in an additional gross return of approximately ₹18,000–22,000 per hectare. Consequently, the net income increased by ₹15,000–19,000 per hectare, and the benefit–cost ratio improved from 1.6–1.7 (local varieties) to 2.0–2.2 under CO 55. The reduced crop duration and lower pest and disease incidence further contributed to timely harvest, reduced production risks, and increased farmer confidence in adopting the improved variety.

Impact

· Large-scale horizontal spread of CO 55 paddy through farmer-to-farmer diffusion in Theni district.

· Sustained increase in paddy productivity and farm profitability.

· Strengthened linkage between farmers and KVK for technology adoption.

· Contributed to food security, livelihood improvement, and sustainable rice production in the district.
Conclusion

The ICAR–KVK intervention on popularization of CO 55 paddy in Theni district successfully demonstrated the potential of improved varieties coupled with scientific management practices in enhancing productivity and farmers’ income. The success of this initiative highlights the pivotal role of KVKs in bridging yield gaps and promoting sustainable agricultural development through location-specific, farmer-centric approaches.
Success Story – 2. High Density planting in Mango Cultivation

Name of farmer: Thiru. P.RAJENDRAN
Address: : No.72, G.Usilampatti, Andipatty Taluk-625 540, Theni, TamiNadu

Mobile Number: 9843391452

Age: 64

Education: 10th standard

Size of land holding (in acre): 04.00 ac

1. Situation analysis/Problem statement: The farmers were hailing at G.Usilampatti village of Andipatty Block, Theni District. He has 4.00 acres of land with required amount of water resources. He is cultivated moringa, tomato and mango crop throughout the year. In Theni district huge area of farmers are cultivated in seasonal cultivation of mango. Due to market price variation getting less amount of income from the seasonal mango cultivation.

2. Plan, Implement and Support: CENDECT KVK, Theni implementing training programme on off season production technology in Mango at KVK, Theni. He was one of the participants. He learned improved year-round production technologies. After that training, he was implemented off season cultivation of mango. He is adopted in new technology in off season production of mango cultivation in Theni District. Technologies sourced from CENDCET KVK and TNAU. The training was given by CENDECT KVK Theni. Currently he is cultivating 4 different types of mango varieties with High density planting. 

3. Output: Producing off season good quality, chemical free Mango fruits. He is selling chemical free (or) organic seasonal moringa and other vegetable cultivation in own field. The farmers and local traders come to the farm and purchased the products from the farm itself. He is adopted water harvesting technologies in the farm. The rainy seasons the farm fulfilled by water scarcity and increase in the water table.

4. Before Intervention 

	Component Names
	Area (Acre)/No.
	Production (Q/Liter/No.)
	Gross income (Rs.)
	Net Income (Rs.)

	Mango
	4 ac
	19 t
	760000
	560000

	Cow
	2 nos 
	-
	 58500
	 44600

	Total
	818500
	604600


After Intervention

	 Components Names
	Area (Acre)/No
	Production (Q/Liter/No.)
	Gross income (Rs.)
	Net income (Rs.)
	% Increase over base year

	
	
	
	
	
	Production
	Income

	Mango
	4 ac
	30 t
	1200000
	975000
	
	

	Cow
	4 nos
	-
	92600
	58300
	-
	30.7

	Total
	1292600
	1033300
	-
	71.2
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5. Outcome: He is producing year-round, good quality, chemical free mango fruits and Organic vegetables. Also, he was selling own product in infront of the farm at the cost of Rs.50- Rs.80 per kg in mango, and Rs.50- Rs.80 per kg for Moringa. He was able to take more yield and increase production and productivity through CENDECT KVK Support and guidance. 

Success Story – 3. Improved cultivation of Paddy under Mullai periyar river basin

Name of farmer
: Mr. K. Thavasi

Address

: S/o Kannan, Karungattankulam, Chinnamanur, Theni

Mobile Number
: 9600473345

Age


: 54

Education

: 12th 

Size of land holding (in acre): 3 ac

1. Situation analysis/Problem statement: The farmers were hailing at Karungattankulam river basin. He is cultivated Paddy crop throughout the year. In Theni district huge area of farmers are cultivated Paddy crop in Mullai periyar river basin. Farmers often use excessive dose of complex fertilizer; this leads to high cost of fertilizer low fertilizer use efficiency and other environmental problems.

2. Plan, Implement and Support: KVK, Theni implementing FLD programme on Demonstration of TNAU Rice reap in Paddy cultivation at Karungattankulam, village. KVK are distributed TNAU Rice reap to the farmers as a critical input for demonstration purpose. We have given lecture on TNAU Rice reap usage methods and its benefits to the farmers. After that he was foliar sprayed @ 6 kg/acre in 200 lit of water at Booting stage (3 kg) and 10 days after first spray (3 kg).
3. Output: The foliar application of TNAU Rice reaps with adequate quantity of wetting agent improves spikelet fertility and grain filling rate. TNAU Rice reap increased grain yield up to 10 per cent. Overall, he was getting more grain yield from the Paddy when compare to the non-application of any growth promotors/boosters. 
4. Before Intervention 
	Particulars
	Yield (q/ha)
	No. of tillers/ plant
	Cost of cultivation Rs/ha
	Gross income
	Net income
	BCR

	Paddy
	48.2
	18
	52600
	120500
	67900
	2.29


After Intervention

	Particulars
	Yield (q/ha)
	No. of tillers/ plant
	Cost of cultivation Rs/ha
	Gross income
	Net income
	BCR

	Paddy
	52.5
	25
	55200
	131250
	76050
	2.38


5. Outcome: The foliar application of TNAU Rice reap was recorded higher grain yield (52.5 q/ha) with 25 productive tillers. TNAU Rice reap increased availability of macro nutrients to crops. The application TNAU Rice reap with adequate quantity of wetting improves grain filling rate which results grain yield increased up to 10 percent.
Success Story - 4. “Mushroom Cultivation” – Busy Enterprise among Youths

Rationale

Consumption of Mushroom has increased drastically in the recent days.  So, the demand for mushroom is increasing day by day due to its nutritive and therapeutic properties. It is alternative food for balanced diet which addresses positive impact to nutritional security among farm families. Though the consumption of mushroom rate is high, production units of mushroom is limited to meet out the demand. In order to increase the mushroom production, KVK promotes entrepreneurs and agri-preneursin mushroom cultivation.

KVK Intervention

· KVK conducted capacity building program for farmers & youth with the support of State Government.  

· KVK facilitates farmer and entrepreneur to mushroom production unit with MSME, NABARD and Commercial Banks.  

· In order to sustain the enterprise, KVK associated with TNAU, IIHR and DMR, Solan to update the technologies.  

	Year 
	Mushroom produced (ton/year)

	2023
	0.75

	2024
	1.50

	2025
	2.50


Outcome and Impact

· 3 spawn production units, 15 oyster mushroom farm and 3 milky mushroom unit established in Theni district of Tamil Nadu

· Employment opportunity created for 120 people and enhanced earning power from             Rs. 35,000/- to Rs. 2,25 ,000/- every year

· Mrs. Nagalakshmi resides in Cumbum produces 500 pockets of bed spawn per month (Oyster) and earns Rs.3,80,000/year and also supporting mushroom growers in Theni and other Districts of Tamil Nadu. 

· Mr. Prithiviraj from Palarpatti village of Bodi block is a dryland farmer who is adopting IFS technologies in his farm with mushroom unit as one of the components.  He is producing oyster mushroom 5 kg/day and earns Rs.1,25,000/year and converting spent waste in to Vermicompost and earns Rs.30,000/- to 40,000/- per annum. He initiated networking with mushroom Grower through WhatsApp group with 50 farmers and youth for sharing technology and marketing information.
Success Story – 5. Empowering Women through Beltelvine Value Additon Home maker to Entrepreneur

	Name
	:
	Mrs.Renuga Senthilvel

	Age
	:
	38

	Education
	:
	7th 

	Contact
	:
	9360443893

	Land holding 
	:
	Nil 

	Address
	:
	164/2, Sivapuram, Seepalakottai, Chinnamanur, 

Theni District, Tamil Nadu – 625 540



	Enterprises
	:
	Sri Sai Sakthi Foods

	Brand Name
	: 
	“Mr Green-Betel Blast”

	Slogan
	: 
	‘Vetrilayin Mahathuvam Ippodhu Ungal Kaiyil’ 

(the greatness of betel is now in your hands)


Background 

Mrs. Renuga Senthilvel, a 38-year-old agricultural labourer, transformed a humble leaf rooted in tradition into a trendy, health-conscious beverage through relentless innovation. Her journey from farmhand to entrepreneur is truly inspiring. Having studied only up to the seventh grade, Renuga believed her life was destined for physical labour. However, in 2023, an opportunity at KVK Theni changed everything. 
KVK Interventions 
She was a beneficiary under the Front-Line Demonstration (FLD) programme on value addition in betelvine. She also participated in the training on food processing, licensing, and marketing—a program that proved to be a true ‘eye-opener’ for her during 2022–23. With the continuous technical support of KVK, initially started Betelvine RTS (Ready-to-Serve) production using the incubation facilities at KVK Theni. Financial assistance of Rs.14,30,000/- under the PM Formalisation of Micro Food Processing Enterprises (PMFME) Scheme. Provided handholding support for licensing (FSSAI, MSME Udyam, ZED-Silver), branding (Trade Mark and Patent), packaging, labelling, and marketing of the product. Participated and exhibited her products in State and District level programmes and monthly entrepreneurs meet. 

Output: She acquired knowledge and improved her skills in developing value-added betelvine products, encompassing branding, packaging, and licensing.
Outcome and Impact: Strengthened her persistence and self-confidence. She earns an average monthly net income of Rs.1,00,000-1,25,000/month and Employment Generated (Mandays) – 100/month. Innovative products from betelvine (Tradition to Trendy), role model for other budding entrepreneurs. 
Awards and Recognition 

· Best Entrepreneur Award from KVK and Rotary Club

· Participated in All India Radio, Kodaikanal for sharing her entrepreneurial journey 

· Published her success stories in Krishi Jagran, Indian Express, Dinamalar and Aval Vikadan 
Details of innovative methodology, innovative technology and transfer of Technology developed and used during the year by the KVK
	Year 
	Title of the Innovative extension methodology
spread
	Concept in brief
	Objectives
	Usefulness/ used for
	Models operated
	Outcome results

	2025
	Innovative Technology on Banana Central Core Stem Juice
	Extracting value from the central core stem of a banana plant—historically treated as agricultural waste—is a prime example of circular economy innovation. While the outer layers of the pseudostem are often used for fiber, the succulent central core contains a nutrient-rich sap with significant industrial potential
	Development of Banana Central Core Stem Juice
	· Low cost and High Nutraceutical potentials
· Used for the Therapeutical Purposes


	· Skill Training - 19 No. (375 farmers, farm women and rural youth)
· Exposure Visits to ICAR NRCB, Handicrafts Units, 
· ToT with NRCB for Central Core Stem RTS

· Financial Linkages – 18 lakhs
· Continuous Technical and Handholding Support
· Licensing, Branding, Packaging & Marketing
	· Promoted 1 FPO exclusively for Banana
· Promoted 2 SHGs for Banana Handicrafts and Fancy Articles
· Monthly Income Ranges from Rs. 5000/--45,000/-
· Employment Generated (Mandays) –                             42 /unit/month
· Wastage reduced upto 15% 

	2025
	Digital Video-Based Extension for Technology Dissemination
	Our KVK is aimed at digital video-based extension is used as an innovative ICT approach to effectively disseminate agricultural technologies to farmers in an easy-to-understand and visually engaging manner.
	To provide farmers with instant access to KVK demonstration unit videos through QR codes, enabling easy, visual, and repeated learning of agricultural technologies.
	The QR-based video system provides farmers with instant and easy access to agricultural technologies through mobile devices. It enables repeated viewing of demonstration videos, which improves understanding and knowledge retention. By supporting visual learning, it simplifies complex farming practices and promotes anytime, anywhere learning, ultimately enhancing the adoption of improved agricultural technologies.
	KVK demonstration units are integrated with QR codes linked to Local-language videos These digital video-based models enable farmers to instantly access and repeatedly view practical demonstrations, thereby improving their understanding and facilitating easy adoption of improved agricultural technologies
	Totally 55 QR codes were displayed at field demonstration sites, enabling farmers to scan using smartphones and instantly access practical technology videos for easy adoption.


Details of indigenous technology practiced by the farmers in the KVK operational area which can be considered for    technology development (in detail with suitable photographs)

1. Seed Treatment with Cow-Based Products for Enhancing Germination and Seedling Vigour

In many villages of Theni district, farmers traditionally use locally available cow-based materials for seed treatment. This practice has been followed for generations to protect seeds from soil-borne diseases and to ensure better germination and early crop vigour, especially in crops like paddy, pulses, and maize.

             Mr. P. Chelladurai, a farmer from Appipatti village in Chinnamanur Block of Theni district, owns a total landholding of 2.5 hectares and is primarily engaged in vegetables cultivation. He was practicing the indigenous seed treatment method using cow dung slurry, cow urine, and wood ash, which has helped him achieve better germination, healthier seedlings, and improved crop establishment in his vegetable crops.
Description of Indigenous Practice

Before sowing, the farmer prepares a seed treatment mixture using:
· Fresh cow dung slurry

· Cow urine

· Fine wood ash

The seeds are coated with this mixture and shade-dried for a short duration before sowing.

Method of Preparation & Application

· Mix 1 kg cow dung + 1 litre cow urine + 100 g wood ash to form slurry.

· Add required quantity of seeds and mix thoroughly for uniform coating.

· Shade dry the treated seeds for 20–30 minutes.

· Sow immediately in the field.

Scientific Rationale

· Cow dung contains beneficial microbes that suppress pathogens.

· Cow urine has antimicrobial properties.

· Ash provides potassium and creates an unfavorable condition for fungal growth.

· The combination enhances seed protection and early growth.

Observed Benefits

· Improved germination percentage (by 10–15%)

· Reduced incidence of seed-borne and soil-borne diseases

· Enhanced seedling vigour and uniform crop stand

· Low-cost and easily adoptable practice

	Parameter
	Traditional Practice
	Untreated Seeds

	Germination
	Higher (85–95%)
	Moderate (70–80%)

	Disease incidence
	Low
	Higher

	Seedling vigour
	Strong
	Moderate

	Cost
	Negligible
	Nil but risk higher


Farmer’s Experience
Using cow dung, urine, and ash for seed treatment has helped me get better germination and healthy seedlings without spending money on chemicals.

Role of KVK

· Documented and validated the indigenous practice

· Promoted among farmers through trainings and demonstrations

· Encouraged integration with improved crop management practices

	Operational Area
	Crop/Enterprises
	ITK Practiced
	Purpose of ITK

	Chinnamanur and Andipatty Blocks
	Vegetables and flower crops 
	Coconut Butter milk solution
Mix 5 liters of buttermilk, 1 liter of tender coconut water, 1-2 grated coconuts, and 500 ml -1 liter of waste fruit juice.
(Mix ten liters water with 500 ml to 1 liter solution and spray)
	To prevent the pest and diseases infestation and also for good seed germinations. It helps plant growth.

	Chinnamanur and Cumbum 
	Vegetable crops
	Plant Extracts:
Spraying of Perandai and erukam plant extracts on vegetables to control sucking pests and borers. Especially in tomato, brinjal and chilli fruit borers.
	To control the sucking pests and fruit borer infestation in solanaceous vegetable crops.


Impact of KVK activities (Not to be restricted for reporting period)

	Name of specific technology/skill transferred
	No. of participants
	% of adoption
	Change in income (Rs.)

	
	
	
	Before (Rs. /Unit)
	After (Rs. /Unit)

	IIHR Banana Special
	531
	47
	375/Bunch
	420/Bunch

	NCOF Waste Composer
	150
	40
	2500/ unit
	3200/unit

	Azolla Cultivation
	126
	87
	289/day/Animal
	340/day/animal

	CO 6 Groundnut
	150
	64.5
	24700/ha
	49600/ha

	Fruit Nipper (NIF – India 

Grassroot Innovation)
	120
	85
	25-30 % Post Harvest Loss
	1% loss or no damages

	Solar Dryer – Renewable Energy 
	1570
	68
	Nutrient Loss and Poor Quality 
	Low-Cost Nutrient retention and high quality

	Multi-Purpose Food Processing Machine 
	550
	62
	90 % drudgery 
	No Drudgery hence single machine can be used for multiple purpose


NB: Should be based on actual study, questionnaire/group discussion etc., with                     ex-participants.

Impact of five select technologies assessed/demonstrated/popularized by the KVK in the district (in QRT format) 2021-26
	Year 
	Title 
	Success story in brief   



	2022-2025 
	CO 51 Paddy variety: Profitable Rice Production in Theni
	Water scarcity was a major problem, its availability being dictated by the monsoon in Theni district. Lack of adoption of good agricultural practices reduces the productivity of paddy. There was an urgent need to reduce water consumption and implement the good agricultural practices for rice cultivation while enhancing productivity. CO 51 Paddy variety was shorter duration with 110 days duration with white medium slender grains. High milling capacity (69%) and Head rice recovery (63%) with intermediate amylase content (22%). CO 51 paddy has Average yield of 6623 kg/ha it is 11 % increase over ADT 43 with yield potential of 11377 in Tamil Nadu. This variety suitable for cultivation as Transplanted rice throughout Tamil Nadu except Nilgiris District.

Plan, Implement and Support
Integrated Crop Management Practices for higher Productivity

Split application of Urea 

Application of excessive Nitrogenous fertilizers Particularly Urea leads to Plants are dark green in colour, Abundant foliage, Restricted root system, Flowering and seed setting may be retarded and attract the sucking pests. Application of Urea and other Nitrogenous fertilizers at three split doses. Application of 50 % of N at the time of Transplanting. Remaining first 25 % at time of active tillering stage and second 25 % at the time of Panicle emergence stage. This method helps increased the Nitrogen use efficiency and reduces the cost of fertilizers. 

In other hands, Productivity of Paddy is reduced when leaf Nitrogen content < 2% at the time of tillering stage. Foliar application of Urea at 1 % at active tillering stage increase the No. of tillers per hills resulted from high tillering ability.

Pheromone traps for controlling Yellow Stem Borer.

Rice yellow stem borer is the major problem identified in paddy growers in Tamil Nadu. Appearance of Symptoms mostly at panicle emergence stage. In this stage unable to implement the control measures with 16 % yield losses. Pheromone traps installation at the rate of 5 No.s / Acre for monitoring the Yellow stem borer incidence in paddy from transplanting onwards. This method helps to farmers for manage the Yellow Stem borer from early Stages onwards.
Integrated Disease Management: In Tamil Nadu paddy growing areas yield loss due to incidence of Blast and Sheath Blight are the main diseases during Kharif and Rabi Season. Rice crops grown under irrigated conditions were inoculated with Pyricularia oryzae during early growth stages to study the effect of leaf blast on yield formation. The inoculations led to severe epidemics of leaf blast around maximum tillering, characterized by the presence of typical blast lesions and an accelerated senescence of heavily infested leaf tissue. Leaf blast led to a prolonged tillering and a delay in flowering and maturity. Crop growth rate and leaf area formation declined sharply during establishment of the disease and continued to be reduced till maturity. This resulted in a marked reduction of total dry matter production and grain yield. (Source: L. Bastiaans) IDM Practices which comprising seed treatment with Trichiderma at 10g/kg of seeds and Foliar application of Pseudomonas 5g/ litre of water at 15 Days After Transplanting and 15 days after first spray. It is controlling the Blast and Sheath blight in Paddy and reduces the indiscriminate application of fungicide.

PPFM (Methylobacteria) for Drought Mitigation

Theni district farmers are mainly depending on Mullai periyar River. After transplanting of paddy sometimes water deficit during 7-15 days. When water deficit occurs, tillering stage leads to poor yield due low tillering capacity.    For overcome this water demand ICAR KVK, Theni foliar application of PPFM at the ratio of 1000 mL/acre to reduce the evapotranspiration rate. It is not permanent measure against drought. It works 7- 15 days water deficit only. It is also works as a plant growth regulator to increase the growth of Paddy.

Group approach for horizontal spread of the variety 

The CO 51 variety was first introduced at Veerapandi village of Theni district. After successful yield gain from co 51, district scientific advisory committee recommended the CO 51 variety for kharif and Rabi season. In collaboration with ATMA, KVK conducted the farm school in paddy with Co 51. Seed material also produce at seed farm in Theni district. Totally 800 ha among 1200 farmers were growing CO 51 with integrated crop management practices

Results and outcome 

Yield obtained from CO-51 Paddy field is 78q/ha over he got net return of 87710 with 2.96 BC ratio. This is more profit than farmer’s practice. The paddy variety CO 51 with Integrated Crop Management Practices helps higher production when water deficit during maturity stage. Practice of Split application of urea reduces the nitrogen losses and increases the Nitrogen use efficiency led to high tillering capacity. Growing Azolla in paddy field fix the atmospheric Nitrogen. Pest management strategies with Pheromone traps reduces the pesticides cost. Foliar application of PPFM reduces the rate of evapotranspiration and increase the Shoot growth. This will be a step forward in doubling the Paddy growers’ income as target for our country.

	2020-2025 
	Impact of Y-Trellis Cultivation of Grapes in Theni District
	Background:
           Grape cultivation in Theni district, especially in the Cumbum Valley, is a major commercial horticulture activity supporting thousands of farmers. Traditionally, farmers followed bower and single-stake systems, which often resulted in dense canopy growth, higher disease pressure, and inconsistent fruit quality. To overcome these limitations, the Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK), Theni promoted the Y-trellis system as part of improved vineyard management practices.

Introduction of Y-Trellis System

            Under KVK Theni farmers adopted the Y-trellis system along with scientific practices such as drip irrigation, fertigation, and scientific pruning schedules. The system allows vines to spread in a “Y” shape, improving sunlight exposure and air circulation. This structural improvement directly influenced vine health and productivity.

Yield Improvement 

After adoption of the Y-trellis system, farmers in Theni reported a clear increase in productivity:

· Average yield under traditional systems: 16.52 t/ha
· Average yield under Y-trellis system: 27.45 t/ha
· Overall yield increase: approximately 20% to 40%

In addition to higher yield, bunch weight also improved:

· Traditional systems: 200–300 g per bunch

· Y-trellis system: 300–450 g per bunch

This increase was mainly due to better shoot management and improved nutrient utilization.

Improvement in Fruit Quality

The Y-trellis system significantly enhanced grape quality parameters:

· Increase in Total Soluble Solids (TSS): 18–20 °Brix compared to 16–18 °Brix in traditional systems

· Better berry size uniformity: 10–15% improvement in berry diameter

· Improved colour development and market grading

Because of improved quality, farmers reported 10–25% higher farm gate price for premium bunches.
Reduction in Disease Incidence and Chemical Use

· The open canopy structure improved airflow, reducing fungal disease pressure:

· Reduction in powdery mildew and downy mildew incidence: 30–50% lower infection levels

· Reduction in fungicide sprays: from 10–12 sprays to 6–8 sprays per season

Labour and Management Efficiency
· Farmers also experienced operational benefits:
· Reduction in pruning and harvesting time: 15–25% efficiency gain

· Easier canopy management due to structured vine training

· Better accessibility for spraying and monitoring

Economic Impact

Overall economic returns improved significantly after adoption:

· Net income increase: Rs. 425000 per ha per season (approx.)

· Benefit-cost ratio improved from around 3.5 to 4.7
· Faster recovery of trellis installation cost (usually within 2–3 years)
            The Y-trellis system promoted by KVK Theni has proven to be a highly successful intervention in grape cultivation. With 20–40% higher yield, improved fruit quality, reduced disease incidence, and increased farmer income, it has transformed traditional vineyards into more productive and profitable systems. This success demonstrates how scientific vineyard training systems can significantly enhance both productivity and sustainability in Theni’s grape-growing region.

	2021-2025
	FAW under control: Powerful intervention that protect Maize
	Background

          Maize cultivation in Theni district has gained importance in recent years due to its demand as a food and feed crop. However, the crop has been severely affected by the fall armyworm (FAW), which can cause heavy defoliation and yield loss if not managed early. Initially, farmers depended mainly on repeated chemical sprays, often without proper timing or monitoring, which led to high costs and limited control. To address this, the Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK), Theni introduced and promoted an Integrated Pest Management (IPM) approach for effective and sustainable control of fall armyworm in maize.

 Introduction of IPM Practices by KVK Theni

         KVK Theni promoted a structured IPM package that included regular field monitoring, installation of pheromone traps, use of light traps, application of neem-based biopesticides, and need-based use of insecticides. Farmers were trained to inspect crops from 7–10 days after germination to detect early egg masses and young larvae. Emphasis was placed on early intervention rather than waiting for severe infestation, which helped in preventing large-scale crop damage.

Reduction in Pest Incidence and Crop Damage
         After adopting IPM practices, farmers observed a clear reduction in fall armyworm infestation levels. In untreated or conventionally managed fields, leaf damage ranged from 25% to 40%, and in severe cases it reached up to 60%. However, in IPM-managed fields, damage was significantly reduced to around 5% to 15%. The use of pheromone traps and timely biological interventions helped reduce larval populations by nearly 50% to 70%, preventing the pest from reaching its most destructive stage.
Eco-friendly Pest Management and Reduced Chemical Use

        One of the major outcomes of IPM adoption was the reduction in dependence on chemical pesticides. Farmers reduced insecticide sprays from about 4–6 rounds to 2–3 targeted applications based on pest threshold levels. There was also increased adoption of eco-friendly measures such as neem-based sprays and biological control agents like Beauveria bassiana. This approach helped conserve natural enemies of pests and improved the ecological balance in maize fields.

Yield Improvement in Maize

         Due to reduced pest damage and healthier crop growth, maize yield improved significantly in IPM demonstration plots. Farmers recorded yields of about 4.0 to 5.0 tonnes per hectare in untreated fields, whereas IPM-managed fields produced around 5.5 to 7.0 tonnes per hectare. This represents an overall yield increase of approximately 20% to 35%, along with better cob development and grain filling.

Economic Benefits to Farmers

         The IPM approach also resulted in improved economic returns for farmers. Plant protection costs were reduced by approximately ₹3,000 to ₹6,000 per hectare due to fewer and more targeted pesticide applications. At the same time, higher yields contributed to an increase in net income of about ₹8,000 to ₹20,000 per hectare depending on infestation severity. This made maize cultivation more profitable and cost-efficient.

Farmer Adoption and Awareness Impact

         KVK Theni played a key role in improving farmer awareness through training programs, field demonstrations, and hands-on guidance. Farmers became more skilled in identifying early pest stages and using threshold-based control methods. As a result, IPM practices saw wider acceptance in the district, and farmers gradually shifted from routine spraying to scientific pest management.


	2021-2025
	Dehydration of fruits and vegetables using Solar Dryer
	Preamble: Solar dryers are becoming a cornerstone of sustainable agriculture, particularly for small-scale farmers. By harnessing thermal energy to remove moisture in a controlled environment, these systems solve many of the traditional "open sun drying" problems like contamination, uneven drying, and weather dependency. Reduces of agriculture wastage during peak harvest period and rainy days. 
KVK Interventions
· Conducted 55 training on Dehydration of fruits and vegetable by solar dryer for 1375 farmers and farm women 
· Distributed 5 solar dryer from different schemes i.e.DAPSC, Impactful Interventions, FLDs 

· Established 45 solar dryer units in 45 villages of Theni District for dehydration of grapes, banana, moringa leaves, coconut, tomato, mushroom, onion
Success Story - Gaining Income through GI Tag Grape – Zero Waste Concept using Solar Dryer

Mrs. P. Rajini, a 52-year-old Yoga Master from PC Patti, Theni District, is a 12th-standard graduate who manages a 2-acre grape vineyard. In 2023, seeking to enhance her farm’s profitability, she participated in KVK interventions like training on value-addition technologies and exposure visit to the ICAR-National Research Centre for Grapes, Pune. She has equipped herself with advanced processing techniques to transform her raw harvest into high-value products. Her brand name is Amutha Surabi. She has participated in various Melas, Meets, State and Central programmes to exhibit her products. She currently serves as a Master Trainer, leveraging her expertise to mentor other aspiring agri-preneurs. 
Outcome and Impact 

· Net Income Rs. 85,000/Month

· 150% higher income than conventional channel  

· Wastage reduced up to 5%

· Employment Generated (Mandays) – 42 /month
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 Box item for APR 2025
Name and contact details of farmer, few lines of farmers statement / achievement, good quality photo.

Name of the Entrepreneur
: Mr.Rengua Senthilvel
Contact details 

: Sri Sai Sathi Food Products, Samiyar Madam, Sukkankalpatti, 

                                                  Chinnamanur Block, Theni District


  Ph.: 9360443893

Farmers Statement/Achievement: 
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One page report on skilling – outcome of skilling – enterpreneuship development programmes conducted, enterprises established, handholding by KVK - outcome in terms of income, employment generated etc.

1. Beekeeping can play an important role for sustainable livelihood improvement and entrepreneurship development

	Skilling
	Outcome of skilling
	Entrepreneurship Development Programmes conducted
	Enterprises
Established
	Handholding by KVK
	Outcome in terms of income, employment generated etc.

	Scientific Beekeeping 
	· Enhance knowledge on Beekeeping 

· Floral diversity
· Species diversity

· Traditional knowledge

· Employment generation

	· Conducted 10 days Skill training on Scientific Beekeeping and Value Addition
· Exposure Visit to KVIC, PMEGP High range Beekeeping Unit, Idukki District, Kerala
	· Established 75 Small-scale beekeeping units in 8 blocks of Theni District
	KVKs act as the bridge between training and a successful enterprise through
· Technical Guidance – Box maintenance, advisories 
· Resource Distribution – 750 Bee boxes Distribution in collaboration with KVIC, Department of Horticulture for 75 farmers
· Licensing – FSSAI, MSME and AGMARK Certification 
· Branding – Trademark

· Packaging and Labelling 

· Marketing Strategies 
	· Income of          Rs. 7500-10000 per month from bee boxes
· Additional Income from farm Rs. 2500-3000 in farm




2. Entrepreneurship Development through Food Processing and Value Addition under DAPSC
	Skilling
	Training on Value Addition of Fruits, Vegetables and Plantation Crops

	Outcome of skilling
	Improved Livelihood and Economic Empowerment

Social Benefits

	Entrepreneurship Development Programmes conducted
	· Conducted 3 Entrepreneurship Development Trainings programme on Value Addition of Fruits, Vegetables and Plantation Crops for 75 SCSTs of Theni District 

· Exposure visits were arranged to ICAR NRCB, Trichy for Fruits value addition training, NIFTEM, Thanjavur, Suga Natural Diet, Thiruvaiyaru (KVK Theni–Incubate Entrepreneur Unit) for vegetable value addition training programme and Agribusiness Incubation Centre of Vanavarayar Institute of Agriculture, Pollachi for plantation crops value addition training for cross learning of latest technologies in food processing and value addition sectors. 

	Enterprises Established
	Promoted 32 Rural Entrepreneurs in food processing, value addition sectors

	Handholding by KVK
	Branding, Packaging, Licensing, Marketing Support were provided for promoting rural enterprises

	Outcome
	i. Improved Livelihood and Economic Empowerment

Self-employability and earning an addition income of Rs.3000/- 5000/- per month  
· Enhanced the skills on development of value-added products from coconut, cashew apple, betelvine, banana, grapes, amla, tomato, onion etc.,

· Gained knowledge on FSSAI registration, MSME Udyam registration and its importances, labelling, branding, licensing and marketing strategies. 

· The beneficiaries were learned state and central schemes for entrepreneurial activities and startups like TAHDCO, DIC, KVIC and financial literacy
ii. Social Benefits

· Enhancement in Knowledge and Skills (79%)
· Community and National Benefits 
· Food and Nutrition Security by increasing the availability of processed healthy foods to eradicating micronutrient malnutrition

· Agriculture Sustainability by reducing price fluctuation and reducing the post-harvest losses 

· Empowerment and Social Inclusion – Increased Confidence,  

  Gender Equality, Community Development and improving 

  their living standards


One case of successful technology application and dissemination: a technology which has passed through OFT, FLD, Trainings, Mainstream Extension (State Department of Agriculture), large scale adoption by farmers (in terms of area, additional income, input savings, saving of natural resources etc.)

	Name of the variety
	Special Features 
	KVK Interventions (OFT, FLD, Training - No. of farmers benefitted)
	Large Scale Adoption with line department
	Impact 

	CO 51 Paddy variety: Profitable Rice Production in Theni
	High Yield - 6623 kg/ha
Short Duration-110-day

Quality Grain- High milling capacity (69%) and Head rice recovery (63%) with intermediate amylase content (22%)
	350 paddy growers 

(10 adopted villages)

598 ha
	980 paddy growers 
(20 villages)

in an area of 1283 ha
	· Yield obtained from CO-51 Paddy field is 78q/ha over he got net return of 87710 with 2.96 BC ratio. 
· The paddy variety CO 51 with Integrated Crop Management Practices helps higher production when water deficit during maturity stage.


Linkages
Functional linkage with different organizations
	S.No. 
	Name of Organization
	Nature of Linkage

	ICAR Institutes 

	1. 
	ICAR NRCB, Trichy, Tamil Nadu
	Received Latest Technologies for Popularization of farmers. Getting Quality Improved Critical Inputs for conducting OFT, FLD Programme

	2. 
	ICAR NRCG, Pune
	Received Latest Technologies for Popularization of farmers. Getting Quality Improved Critical Inputs for conducting OFT, FLD Programme

	3. 
	ICAR IIHR, Bengaluru
	Received Latest Technologies for Popularization of farmers. Getting Quality Improved Critical Inputs for conducting OFT, FLD Programme

	4. 
	ICAR CIRCOT, Mumbai
	Received Latest Technologies for Popularization of farmers. Getting Quality Improved Critical Inputs for conducting OFT, FLD Programme

	5. 
	MANAGE, Hyderabad & SAMETI 
	Facilitating MANAGE Programmes and STRY Training 

	DST Institute

	6. 
	National Innovation Foundation-India
	Innovators Meet, Research Study, Dissemination of Grassroots Innovation Projects

	Line Departments

	7. 
	Department of Agriculture, Theni, Tamil Nadu.


	Conducting Training programmes and Demonstration. Received assistance for getting seeds/critical inputs for FLD Programme. Participation in department training programme as resource person

	8. 
	Department of Horticulture, Theni, Tamil Nadu
	Received Guidance and Assistance for Conducting Training Programmes. Received and supply of Quality Seedlings to Farmers

	9. 
	Department of Animal Husbandry, Theni, Tamil Nadu.
	Creating awareness about mixed fodder cultivation

	10. 
	Department Agricultural Marketing and Agribusiness 
	Creating market linkages through e-NAM, Mandi, Farmers Market

	11. 
	Department of Sericulture, Theni, Tamil Nadu.
	Conducting Skill Trainings  

	12. 
	Department of Agricultural Engineering 
	Conducting Training programmes and Demonstration on farm implements, post-harvest machineries 

	13. 
	Agricultural Research Station (ARS), Vaigai Dam, Theni
	Conducting Training programmes and Demonstration. Received assistance for getting seeds/critical inputs for OFTs/FLDs Programme. Participation in department training programme as resource person

	14. 
	Department of Forests, Theni
	Conducting Training on Agro Forestry

	15. 
	Department of Fisheries and Fishermen Welfare, Theni
	Conducting Training on Bio floc Technology 

	16. 
	Tamil Nadu Adi Dravidar Housing Development Corporation (TAHDCO)
	Jointly organizing programmes for SCs/STs

	17. 
	Vazhnthu Kattuvom Thittam, Theni, Tamil Nadu.
	Organizing Training Programmes

	18. 
	Mahalir Thittam, Theni 
	Conducting Trainings to the SHGs Leaders/Members 

	19. 
	ATMA, Theni, Tamil Nadu
	Conducting Farmers Field School Programmes, Scientist Visits, Field Visits, Capacity Building Trainings for ATMA Functionaries


	20. 
	FTC, TANUVAS, Theni, Tamil Nadu
	Conducting Training, Extension Activities, Important Days, Receiving Critical Inputs for conducting FLD Programme

	21. 
	Joint Action for Sustainable Livelihood (JASuL) 
	Training extension workers on Climate Change Mitigation Strategies


	22. 
	District Social Welfare Office, Theni
	Creating awareness and Conducting training programms

	23. 
	ICDS, Theni, Tamil Nadu
	Establishment of Nutri Garden in Anganwadi, Conducting Training, Distribution of Nutri Garden Seeds, Seedlings, Saplings. 

Conducting Training to the Anganwadi Workers 

	24. 
	Nehru Yuva Kendra (NYK), Theni, Tamil Nadu
	Creating awareness among farmers about scientific farming through field level to NYK volunteers. 

Linking SHGs to get NYKs schemes. 

	25. 
	Cotton Corporation of India
	Jointly Organized Trainings and Demonstration

	26. 
	Canara Bank Rural Self Employment Training Institute (CB RSETI)
	Jointly Organized Trainings and Demonstration

	27. 
	Startup TN, Theni
	Innovation and Grand supports to the enterprises 

	28. 
	Department of Education
	Conducting Vocational Training Programme to school children, Awareness programme on Swachh Bharat Abhiyan

	Board

	29. 
	Coffee Board, Bodinayakkanur, Tamil Nadu
	Conducting training to Coffee Growers

	30. 
	Spices Board, Bodinayakkanur, Tamil Nadu
	Conducting Training and Awareness Programmes to Farmers, Rural Youth, SHGs

	31. 
	State Medicinal Plants Board, Chennai, Tamil Nadu
	Member of TNSMPB to get financial assistance and implementation of various sponsored projects

	Council

	32. 
	Tamil Nadu State Council of Science and Technology (TNSCST), Chennai, Tamil Nadu
	Conducting Conferences /Workshops /Seminars / Trainings and Establishment of Agri Business Incubation Center for SCs/STs

	Commission

	33. 
	KVIC, Divisional Office, Madurai,Tamil Nadu
	Organizing State Level Beekeepers Meet, Basic Bee keeping Trainings and Distribution of Bee Boxes and Gramodyog Vikas Yojana

	Financial Sectors

	34. 
	NABARD, Theni, Tamil Nadu
	Getting financial assistances for 2 FPOs

	35. 
	District Industries Center, Tamil Nadu
	Organizing various Awareness programmes to Startups 

	36. 
	Lead Bank, Theni, Tamil Nadu
	Financial Literacy Programmes

	37. 
	Department of Postal, Theni
	Implementation of central schemes

	38. 
	Union Bank of India, Regional Office, Madurai
	Implementation of central schemes

	39. 
	Indian Overseas Bank, Regional Office, Dindigul


	Implementation of central schemes

	Education Institutions – Universities and Colleges 

	40. 
	Tamil Nadu Agricultural University, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu
	Receiving Latest Technologies for Conducting Training Programmes. Getting Seeds/Critical Inputs for conducting FLD/OFT Programmes

	41. 
	TNAU, Horticultural College and Research Institute, Periyakulam
	Receiving Guidance and Assistance for Conducting Training Programmes. Guidance to students during Rural Agricultural Work Experience programme

	42. 
	TANUVAS, Veterinary College and Research Institute, Theni
	Receiving Latest Technologies for Conducting Training Programmes. Getting Seeds/Critical Inputs for conducting FLD/OFT Programmes

	43. 
	TNAU, Agricultural College and Research Institute, Madurai, Tamil Nadu
	Guidance to students for their Rural Agricultural Work Experience programme

	44. 
	Karunya Agriculture College, Coimbatore 
	Guidance to students for their Rural Agricultural Work Experience programme

	45. 
	Ramakrishna Agriculture College, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu
	Guidance to students for their Rural Agricultural Work Experience programme

	46. 
	College of Agricultural Technology (CAT), Theni, Tamil Nadu
	Guidance to students for their Rural Agricultural Work Experience programme

	47. 
	Krishna College of Agriculture and Technology (KRISAT), Usilampatti, Tamil Nadu
	Guidance to students for their Rural Agricultural Work Experience programme

	48. 
	Hajee Karutha RowtherHowdia College, Uththamapalayam, Theni, Tamil Nadu
	Signed MOUs with College to transfer of technologies, joint implementation purposes

	49. 
	Sri Adi Chunchanagiri Women’s College, Cumbum, Theni District, Tamil Nadu
	Signed MOUs with College to transfer of technologies, joint implementation purposes

	50. 
	SNS College of Technology, Coimbatore District, Tamil Nadu
	Signed MOUs with College to transfer of technologies, joint implementation purposes

	51. 
	Sri Arul Anandar College, Madurai District, Tamil Nadu
	Signed MOUs with College to transfer of technologies, joint implementation purposes 

	52. 
	Fatima College, Madurai District, Tamil Nadu
	Signed MOUs with College to transfer of technologies, joint implementation purposes

	53. 
	Sermathai Vasan College for Women, Madurai District, Tamil Nadu
	Signed MOUs with College to transfer of technologies, joint implementation purposes

	54. 
	Subbalakshmi Lakshmipathy College of Science, Madurai District, Tamil Nadu
	Signed MOUs with College to transfer of technologies, joint implementation purposes

	55. 
	Sri Meenakshi Government College for Women, Madurai District, Tamil Nadu
	Signed MOUs with College to transfer of technologies, joint implementation purposes

	56. 
	Jayaraj Annapackiam College for Women, Periyakulam, Theni District, Tamil Nadu
	Signed MOUs with College to transfer of technologies, joint implementation purposes

	57. 
	Cardamom Planters’ Association College, Bodinayakkanur, Tamil Nadu
	Signed MoU for conducting training to the Faculty, Scholars, Students, Joint Implementation Activities

	58. 
	Nadar Saraswathi College of Arts and Science, Theni, Tamil Nadu
	Conducting workshop to the students and Faculties

	59. 
	Theni Kammavar Sangam College of Arts and Science, Theni, Tamil Nadu
	Collaborative Programmes on Enterpreneurship Development for rural youth

	60. 
	Mother Theresa Arts and Science College, Theni, Tamil Nadu
	Collaborative programme on Rural Enterprises  

	61. 
	Government ANM Training School, Theni, Tamil Nadu
	Conducting training programme for Auxiliary Nursing Mother

	Mass Media

	62. 
	Doordarshan Kendra Chennai
	Documentation of Success Stories 

	63. 
	All India Radio, Madurai, TamilNadu
	Broadcasting of Feedback / Interviews of KVK beneficiary Farmers for Adopting New Technologies

	64. 
	Kodai FM, Dindigul
	Broadcasting of Feedback/Interviews of KVK beneficiary Farmers for Adopting New Technologies

	65. 
	Leading News Papers-Daily Thanthi, Dinamalar, Thinakaran, Thinaboomi, MalaiMurasu, Agri-Doctor, Tamil Nadu
	Coverage of KVK activities

	Farmers Producer Group/ Organizations (FPOs)

	66. 
	Suruliaru Grapes Farmer Producer Company Ltd., Surulipatty, Tamil Nadu
	Conducting Training Programmes, Joint Implementation, Participation in Meeting, Scientist Visit 

	67. 
	Vallalar Farmer Producer Company Ltd., Periyakulam, Tamil Nadu
	Conducting Training Programmes, Joint Implementation, Participation in Meeting

	68. 
	Malar Farmer Producer Company Ltd., Andipatty, Theni District, Tamil Nadu
	Conducting Training Programmes, Joint Implementation, Participation in Meeting

	69. 
	Lavoisier Collective Farming Farmers Producer Company Limited, Theni District, Tamil Nadu
	Providing technical and handholding support from Farm to Folk Strategy 

	70. 
	Aghamalai Spices FPC Ltd., Periyakulam,Tamil Nadu
	Conducting Training Programmes, Joint Implementation, Participation in Meeting 

	71. 
	Kamathenu FPC Ltd., Chinnamanur
	Conducting Training Programmes, Participation in Meeting

	72. 
	Malligai Horticulture Farmer Producer Group, Seepalakottai, Tamil Nadu
	Conducting Training Programmes, Joint Implementation, Participation in Meeting

	73. 
	Salamalai Horticulture Development Farmer Producer Company Ltd., Tamil Nadu
	Conducting Training Programmes, Joint Implementation, Participation in Meeting

	NGO Network and other Institutes

	74. 
	World Vision, Theni
	Conducting Training Programmes for GAP to the farmers and farms women’s

	75. 
	Dhan foundation, Madurai
	Conducting Training Programmes GAP to the farmers and farms women’s

	76. 
	ARUDECS NGO
	Conducting programme for tribal community

	77. 
	SEED NGO
	Creating awareness about Drought Mitigation and Sustainable Agriculture, Value Addition, Skill Training

	78. 
	Vidiyal NGO
	Collaboration for Livestock and Value Addition

	79. 
	SEVA NGO, Madurai
	Collaboration for Grassroots Innovations

	Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR)

	80. 
	Coco Cola India Pvt.Ltd., New Delhi
	Collaborative programme for empowering the rural community 

	81. 
	Coco Cola India Pvt.Ltd., Atlanta, USA
	Collaborative programme for empowering the rural community

	82. 
	Indian Oil Corporation, Madurai
	Awareness programme on Swachaa Bharat Programme 

	Grassroots Innovation Startups

	83. 
	Dharambir Food Processing Technologies Pvt. Ltd, Haryana
	Dissemination of Grassroots Innovation of Multipurpose Machine through KVK Interventions for developing novel and innovative products from locally available fruits and vegetables

	84. 
	Fruit Nipper Manufacturing Unit, Ratnagiri, Maharashtra
	Dissemination of Grassroots Innovation for Drudgery reduction in pandal vegetables 

	Others 

	85. 
	Madras Fertilizers Limited, Chennai
	District Level Seminar on Organic Farming and Awareness Programme on Balanced use of Fertilizers 


AWARDS and RECOGNITIONS

KVK, KVK Staff, KVK Contact Farmers etc. at district, state, national and international level supported by copies of certificates and photographs
	Name of the Award 
	Category 
	Award for what achievement/

activity etc.,
	Category of Awardee
	Name of the Awardee/

FPO/SHG
	Contact details of the awardee
	Honoured by (VIP)
	Award Institution/

Agency 
	Description about the award/

Remarks 

if any

	Awards and Recognitions KVK

	Best Performing   Agricultural Institute Award
	Institutional Award
	Best Performing   Agricultural Institute
	KVK Theni
	KVK Theni
	KVK, Theni, Tamil Nadu

Contact No. 04546-247564

Email: cendectkvk@rediffmail.com
	District Collector
	District Administration 
	-

	Best KVK Award
	Institutional Award
	Interventions related to Banana Crop Production and value addition Technologies for higher yield and income for sustainable livelihood among Banana farmers in Theni District
	KVK Theni
	KVK Theni
	KVK, Theni, Tamil Nadu

Contact No. 04546-247564

Email: cendectkvk@rediffmail.com
	Director, ICAR–NRCB, Trichy
	ICAR-National Research Centre for Banana (NRCB), Trichy
	-

	Best KVK Zonal Award
	Institute Award
	Best KVK Zonal Award
	KVK Theni
	KVK Theni
	KVK, Theni, Tamil Nadu
Contact No. 04546-247564

Email: cendectkvk@rediffmail.com
	Dr. Himanshu Pathak,

President of the National Academy of Agricultural Sciences
	National Academy of Agricultural Sciences (NAAS), New Delhi
	-

	Awards and Recognitions for KVK Staff

	Best Paper Award  (1st Place)
	Professional Societies
	Best Presentation of Research paper
	KVK Staff
	M.Ramya
sivaselvi,
	SMS (Home Science), 
KVK Theni

9578884432

manorani87@gmail.com
	Vice Chancellor (i/c), TNAU, Coimbatore
	Tamil Nadu Veterinary and Animal Sciences University & Agricultural Scientific Tamil Society, New Delhi 
	-

	Best Paper - Author Award

	Professional Societies
	Best Author Award for presenting 5 research papers 
	KVK Staff
	M.Ramya
sivaselvi,
	SMS (Home Science), 
KVK Theni

9578884432

manorani87@gmail.com
	Vice Chancellor (i/c), TANUVAS, Chennai
	Tamil Nadu Veterinary and Animal Sciences University & Agricultural Scientific Tamil Society, New Delhi 

	-

	Awards and Recognitions for KVK Contact Farmers

	KVK Contact Farmers / Entrepreneurs

	Best Enterpreneur Award
	District Level
	Beekeeping and Value Addition
	KVK Farm Women cum Entrepreneur
	Mrs. S.Saleema
	Koduvilarpartti, Theni District, Tamil Nadu 
Mob. No. 8148621443
	District Collector, Theni
	District Administration 
	Beekeeping and Value-Added Activities

	Best Farmer and Enterpreneur Award
	District Level
	Organic Farming and Agri Enterprises
	KVK Farmer
	Mr. R.Rajkumar
	Vandiyur, Aundipatti Block, Theni District 

Mob. No. 9486468181
	Revenue Divisional Officer, Uthamapalayam, Theni
	KVK Theni
	Organic 

Cultivator, 

Bio-Enriched Vermicompost 

	Best Grassroot Innovator Award
	District Level
	Development of Novel Products from Betelvine
	KVK Entrepreneur
	Mrs.S.Renuga
	164/2, Sivapuram, Seepalakottai, Chinnamanur, 

Theni District, Tamil Nadu – 625 540
Mob. No. 9360443893
	Revenue Divisional Officer, Uthamapalayam, Theni
	KVK Theni
	Established Novel Enterprises from Betelvine

	Best Enterpreneur Award
	District Level
	Rural Enterprises in Grapes
	KVK Entrepreneur
	Mrs.V.Rajani
	3-9-16, Second Floor, Balaji Nagar, Boothipuram Road, Palanichettipatti, Theni District – 625 531, Tamil Nadu 

Mob. No. 9600884120
	Revenue Divisional Officer, Uthamapalayam, Theni
	KVK Theni
	Production of Value-Added Products from GI tagged Cumbum Muscat Hamburg Grapes 


Important Visitors to KVKs during 2025 (with photographs)
	S.No.
	Date
	Name and Designation
	Event Name

	1. 
	10.03.2025
	Dr.S.Vincent 
Member Secretary, Tamil Nadu State Council for Science and Technology, Chennai
	Inauguration of Agri Business Incubation Center for SC/ST

	2. 
	25.03.2025
	Dr.R.Selvarajan

Director

ICAR NRCB, Trichy
	XXVI-Scientific Advisory Committee Meeting 

	3. 
	25.04.2025
	Dr.P.Das
Former DDG (Agricultural Extension), 
ICAR New Delhi
	NGOs KVK Review Committee Interaction Meeting

	4. 
	25.04.2025
	Dr.Lakhan Singh, 

Former Director, 

ICAR-ATRAI, Pune
	NGOs KVK Review Committee Interaction Meeting

	5. 
	21.07.2025
	Thiru. Senthil Kumar Ramasamy

Director, KVIC, Madurai  Regional Office, Tamil Nadu
	State Level Beekeepers Meet

	6. 
	21.08.2025
	Thiru. M.Syed Mohamed, Revenue Divisional Officer (RDO), Uthamapalayam, Theni District 
	International Entrepreneurs Day


PHOTOS - Upload the photo in the link provided 

[image: image10.jpg]



Inauguration of Agri Business Incubation Center for SC/ST by Dr. S. Vincent,            Member Secretary, Tamil Nadu State Council for Science and Technology, Chennai
[image: image11.jpg]



Dr. R.Selvarajan, Director, ICAR NRCB, Trichy interaction with Banana based entrepreneurs during XXVI-Scientific Advisory Committee Meeting
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Dr.P.Das and Dr.Lakhan Singh Interacted with Entrepreneurs during

NGOs KVK Review Committee Interaction Meeting
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.
State Level Beekeepers Meet Chief Guest Address by Thiru. Senthil Kumar Ramasamy, Director, KVIC, Regional Office, Madurai
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International Entrepreneurs Day Celebration Chief Guest Thiru. M.Syed Mohamed, Revenue Divisional Officer (RDO), Uthamapalayam, Theni District interacting with Entrepreneurs 

One photo for Annual Zonal Award

High resolution jpg format. Also to be uploaded in the link

Green Gold of Theni – High Yielding Bottle Gourd Variety PLR 2
27th SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING PROCEEDINGS 

Date: 29.01.2026 

                Place: Seminar Hall, ICAR KVK, CENDECT, Theni

The 27th Scientific Advisory Committee (SAC) meeting was started with Tamil Thai Vazhthu and ICAR Song.

Every SAC members has self-introduced in the meeting.
Welcome address was given by Mr.P.Maheswaran Programme Coordinator (i/c), ICAR KVK, CENDECT Theni. The meeting was presided over by Dr.P.Patchaimal, Chairman, ICAR KVK, CENDECT, Theni. During his address he has highlighted the major activities and achievements of KVK Theni. 

The Action Taken Report of 26th Scientific Advisory Committee was presented by Mr.P.Maheswaran Programme Coordinator (i/c), ICAR KVK, CENDECT Theni which was followed by all the Subject Matter Specialist have presented discipline wise activities and achievements. SAC Members asked some clarification which were explained by respective Subject Matter Specialist. 

The Scientific Members and Government officials have given their opinion including the following suggestions and recommendations on major issues in agriculture and allied activities for Theni District were provided by the members of the Scientific Advisory Committee.
1. Dr. A. Bhaskaran, Principal Scientist, ICAR-ATARI, Zone X, Hyderabad delivered the special address on the importance of conducting Scientific Advisory Committee meetings. He highlighted KVK’s achievements and appreciated the programmes implemented, particularly in entrepreneurship development, promotion of Integrated Farming System (IFS) models, and digital advisories. He suggested that KVK should initiate the process for filling the post of Senior Scientist and Head. For the welfare of the farming community in the next year, he recommended that KVK should focus on major pest and disease management, soil health management, value addition, and marketing strategies in agricultural and allied sectors, especially horticultural crops. He also suggested popularizing Integrated Farming Systems (IFS), bio-inputs, and nurturing entrepreneurship, preparing bankable project proposals to secure financial assistance from state and central schemes, expanding the farmers’ database from 1,000 to 2,000 farmers per year, creating awareness on farmers’ welfare schemes, and increasing the revolving fund for farmer welfare and establishment of demonstration units.
2. Dr. S. Senthilkumar, Professor and Head, Department of Veterinary and Animal Husbandry Extension Education, Veterinary College and Research Institute (VC&RI), Theni recommended that KVK should implement more programmes on animal husbandry, particularly on mastitis management in milch animals, teat management, ethnoveterinary practices, vaccination for blue tongue in goats, Ranikhet disease in poultry, value-added products from milk, and entrepreneurship development in the animal husbandry sector.
3. Dr. G. Sudhakar, Professor and Head, Agricultural Research Station (ARS), Vaigai Dam, Theni suggested that KVK should popularize the VGD1 paddy variety, wilt management practices in coconut TNAU Cocoon, TNAU Copra Guard, Integrated Farming Systems (IFS), and Virgin Coconut Oil technologies. He also recommended implementing weed management in direct sown paddy under OFT/FLD programmes, to popularized drum seeded technology in paddy and conducting awareness programmes on wild boar and bird scarer management.
4. Dr. G. Panjavarnam, Senior Scientist, ICAR-NRC for Banana, Trichy suggested that KVK should popularize NRCB Kaveri, Poovan and Udhayam banana varieties for the benefit of banana growers. She also recommended creating awareness on ICAR-NRCB Banana Sakthi and value-added banana products.
5. Mrs. M. Santhamani, Joint Director of Agriculture, Department of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, Theni recommended that KVK should focus on pest management in major crops at the field level. She also suggested that creating awareness on liquid biofertilizers to promote and support organic farming, organizing need-based training programmes on post-harvest management and value addition, and popularizing green manure seeds in collaboration with the Department of Agriculture.
6. Mrs. R. Nirmala, Deputy Director of Horticulture, Theni suggested that KVK should introduce exotic horticulture crops such as dragon fruit and passion fruit. She also recommended organizing awareness programmes on horticulture schemes and subsidies in collaboration with the Department of Horticulture.
7. Mrs. R. Selvi, Executive Engineer, Department of Agricultural Engineering, Theni suggested that KVK should organize awareness programmes on post-harvest machinery, schemes and subsidies in collaboration with the Department of Agricultural Engineering.
8. Mr. M. Mahavishnu, Agriculture Officer, AGMARK Lab, Department of Agriculture Marketing, Theni recommended that KVK should create awareness on regulated market schemes and the facilities available to farmers.
9. Mrs. M. Selvarani, Ranger, Department of Forests, Myladumparai, Theni suggested that KVK should conduct off-campus training programmes on tree crop cultivation practices at the block level in collaboration with the Forest Department. She also emphasized to focus on pest and disease management in tree crops.
10. Mrs. Geetha Mathavan, Progressive Farm Woman, Chinnaovalapuram Village, Chinnamanur Block, Theni suggested that KVK should conduct off-campus training programmes on value addition of red banana flower to prevent wastage. She also recommended arranging scientist visits for pest management in vegetables, particularly snake gourd and coccinia, and facilitating the procurement of tissue culture banana plants for improved yield.
11. Mr. P. Naresh Prabhu, Supervisor, Department of Fisheries and Fishermen Welfare, Theni suggested that KVK should conduct training programmes on fish farming, shrimp culture, biofloc technology, ornamental fish culture, and seaweed cultivation in collaboration with the Department of Fisheries and Fishermen Welfare, Theni.
12.  Mr. N. Karuppasamy, Assistant Executive Engineer, Department of Agricultural Engineering, Theni suggested that KVK should create awareness on the importance and usage of the Uzhavar Application for accessing department-wise schemes, subsidies, and other related services.
13. Mr. Y. Azhagumuthu, Progressive Farmer, Kamatchipuram, Chinnamanur Block, Theni suggested that KVK should introduce high-yielding banana varieties for improved productivity and disease management. He also recommended that KVK provide advisory services for the management of Fusarium wilt in banana.
14. Mr. P. Sokkar Selvam, Progressive Farmer, Kamatchipuram, Chinnamanur Block, Theni suggested that KVK should promote technologies for provide a Package of Practices (PoP) for coriander cultivation, conduct training programmes on value addition in coir-based products, and offer advisory services for the management of Fusarium wilt in banana.
15. Mr. M. Pandiyan, President, District Farmers Association, Theni suggested that KVK should focus more on programmes related to soil health management.
16. Mrs. P. Hema, Women Entrepreneur, Aranmanaipudur, Theni suggested that KVK should facilitate support for Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) for entrepreneurs’ innovative products and provide nutrient analysis services for food products. 
17. Mrs. R. P. Parimaladevi, Programme Executive, All India Radio, Madurai, suggested that KVK should share pre-event information and news on KVK programmes with All India Radio to ensure wider publicity and outreach for the benefit of the farming community.
18. Mr. K. Kamaraj, Founder, Vidiyal NGO, Rasingapuram, Chinnamanur Block, Theni District, suggested that the KVK should actively disseminate information on State and Central Government schemes through social media platforms. He also recommended establishing a “District Level KVK Model Village” to enhance visibility and to motivate farmers for better adoption of new technologies. Further, he emphasized to create awareness among dairy farmers on ethnoveterinary practices, e-NAM marketing, and carbon credit opportunities.
19. Mr. O. Chinnasamy, Progressive Farmer, Mayandipatti, Aundipatti Block, Theni suggested that KVK should conduct training programmes on the production of organic inputs, organic micronutrient mixtures, and organic pest repellents. He also recommended facilitating drone-based spraying for crop management.
Dr. P. Patchaimal, Chairman, ICAR KVK, CENDECT, Theni, delivered the concluding remarks. 
The vote of thanks was Given by Mr. M. Arun Raj, SMS in Soil Science, ICAR KVK, CENDECT, Theni. The programme ended with the National Anthem.
************************
List of SAC Members 
	S.No
	Details

	1. 
	Dr.P. Patchaimal, Chairman, CENDECT KVK, Theni

	2. 
	Dr. A. Bhaskaran, Principal Scientist, ICAR-ATARI, Zone X, Hyderabad

	3. 
	Dr. S. Senthilkumar, Professor and Head, Department of Veterinary and Animal Husbandry Extension Education, Veterinary College and Research Institute (VC&RI), Theni

	4. 
	Dr. G. Sudhakar, Professor and Head, Agricultural Research Station (ARS), Vaigai Dam, Theni

	5. 
	Dr. G. Panjavarnam, Senior Scientist, ICAR-NRC for Banana, Trichy

	6. 
	Mrs. M. Santhamani, Joint Director of Agriculture, Department of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, Theni

	7. 
	Mrs. R. Nirmala, Deputy Director of Horticulture, Theni

	8. 
	Mrs. R. Selvi, Executive Engineer, Department of Agricultural Engineering, Theni

	9. 
	Mr. M. Mahavishnu, Agriculture Officer, AGMARK Lab, Department of Agriculture Marketing, Theni

	10. 
	Mrs. M. Selvarani, Ranger, Department of Forests, Myladumparai, Theni

	11. 
	Mrs. Geetha Mathavan, Progressive Farm Woman, Chinnaovalapuram Village, Chinnamanur Block, Theni

	12. 
	Mr. P. Naresh Prabhu, Supervisor, Department of Fisheries and Fishermen Welfare, Theni

	13. 
	Mr. N. Karuppasamy, Assistant Executive Engineer, Department of Agricultural Engineering, Theni

	14. 
	Mr. Y. Azhagumuthu, Progressive Farmer, Kamatchipuram, Chinnamanur Block, Theni

	15. 
	Mr. P. Sokkar Selvam, Progressive Farmer, Kamatchipuram, Chinnamanur Block, Theni

	16. 
	Mr. M. Pandiyan, President, District Farmers Association, Theni

	17. 
	Mrs. P. Hema, Women Entrepreneur, Aranmanaipudur, Theni

	18. 
	Mrs. R. P. Parimaladevi, Programme Executive, All India Radio, Madurai

	19. 
	Mr. K. Kamaraj, Founder, Vidiyal NGO, Rasingapuram, Chinnamanur Block, Theni District

	20. 
	Mr. O. Chinnasamy, Progressive Farmer, Mayandipatti, Aundipatti Block, Theni

	21. 
	Mr.P. Maheswaran, Programme Coordinator (i/c), KVK Theni


******************
I express my sincere gratitude to KVK Theni for transforming my entrepreneurial journey from tradition to trendy. With their support, I established a Betelvine RTS unit with an investment of ₹14,20,000 under the PMFME scheme. Even though I have studied only up to the 7th standard, my products are now reaching customers in more than seven states across India, generating an average net income of ₹1,25,000/month. KVK has been instrumental in shaping me into an entrepreneur and nurturing me as a grassroots innovator.


                                                                                             Mr.Rengua Senthilvel


      Theni District, Tamil Nadu
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